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A welder inscribes the initials of
S S N 7 8 :3 ship’s sponsor Ellen Roughead,
wife of former Chief of Naval
Operation Gary Roughead, dur-
ing the keel laying ceremony for
the Virginia-class attack sub-
marine Pre-Commissioning Unit
(PCU) Minnesota (SSN 783)
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Service members and civilians pay respects during the national anthem at the christening
ceremony for USS Minnesota. Minnesota is the tenth Virginia-class submarine and the third
U.S. Navy ship to bear the name of the 32nd state.

Minnesota cruises on the surface during sea trials
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Minnesota under construction at Newport News Shipbuilding
Mrs. Roughead

delivers remarks
during the boat’s
keel laying
ceremony.

Mrs, Roughead
breaks a bottle
over the hull to
christen the boat.
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