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The Chiefs Mess of VR-58 Sunseekers was invited to judge student booths at the first annual Jacksonville Science Festival.  What is a science festival you ask?   
“Science festivals are large, inspiring celebrations of the fascinating world of science and technology. Science festivals establish science as a part of the local culture, attracting the attention and potential participation of everyone living and working in a community. Science festivals bring the public into direct contact with scientists and engineers. These experiences lead people to seek out more science engagement throughout the rest of the year. Science festivals also provide new opportunities for scientists and engineers to get involved in public outreach. By convening as many partners as possible, science festivals bring together the organizations and individuals committed to public engagement with science in the community.” 
—The Science Festival Alliance Website
A local private school in Jacksonville called The Foundation Academy put on the first annual Jacksonville Science Festival which was inaugurated by Mayor Brown on Saturday April 27th at Florida State College at Jacksonville.  The two days prior, April 25th and 26th, the festival was held on the beautiful 23 acre campus at The Foundation Academy.  
The Chiefs Mess of VR-58 came out and evaluated over 15 High School students’ booths.  The Chiefs evaluated the students in three specific categories such as Booth Presentation to include efficiency, high energy team, eye catching booths, and engagement to children and adults.  They also evaluated the groups’ Products; to include, hands on activity, cost effective materials, student generated with community involvement, and user friendly product.  The third and final category that the Chiefs judged was on Scientific Inquiry.  This category included research based information, innovation, and did the group address their driving or essential question?
After judging 15 booths, the Chiefs of VR-58 entered a room to deliberate their findings.  Witnessing the deliberation and trying to stay as neutral as possible to avoid any bias, it was much like a SOQ or SOY board.  The Chiefs were highly energized and “fought” for the candidates that they truly believed “out-performed” others.  It was truly inspiring to watch.  
The Chiefs racked and stacked the most influential student at each booth.  The top student received a $2,000 scholarship to Jacksonville University.  The first runner up received a $1,000 college scholarship to attend FSCJ.  Command Master Chief Charles Slaton came to present the Scholarships on Saturday April 27th at FSCJ.  
The Foundation Academy truly thanks the Chiefs of VR-58 for your devotion to the Jacksonville Community and to the young minds who are the future of our Great Nation!

Written by: AEC (AW) Joshua Davis
Navy Reservist with VR-58
High School teacher at The Foundation Academy 

Please check out www.jacksonvillesciencefestival.com and www.foundationacademy.com for more great information on the festival and the school.
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ADC Gerrardo Aguero listening to a presentation on electromagnetics
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ADC Eva Tackacs and ADC Gerrardo Aguero participating in a hands on activity in an electromagnetic presentation.
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CMDCM Chuck Slaton, AMCS Erika Lennon, ADC Gerrardo Aguero, ADC Eva Takacs, and AEC Josh Davis (civilian cloths) listen to a presentation on Manatees.
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CMDCM Chuck Slaton, AMCS Erika Lennon, ADC Gerrardo Aguero, and ADC Eva Takacs evaluate a booth on Manatees.
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CMDCM Slaton and the crew learn about bluetooth and RC cars.
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CMDCM Slaton addresses students of The Foundation Academy and participants of the first annual Jacksonville Festival.
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[bookmark: _GoBack][image: G:\Science fest judges\IMG_1122.JPG]CMDCM Slaton presents a $2,000 Scholarship to Jacksonville University to a Foundation Academy student for her hard work during the Science Festival.












CMDCM Slaton presents $1,000 Scholarship to FSCJ to a Foundation Academy student for her hard work during the Science Festival.
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