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NMOC Sailors of the Year Picked 
STENNIS SPACE CENTER, Miss. – The Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command (NMOC) has announced its 2010 Sailors of the Year. Aerographer’s Mate 1st Class Gary Hibbs is the command’s Shore Sailor of the Year, and Aerographer’s Mate 1st Class Travis Lawson was selected as Sea Sailor of the Year.
Hibbs is stationed at the Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Professional Development Center in Gulfport, where he serves as Leading Petty Officer, Command Fitness Leader, and Command Career Counselor as well as an instructor. He is a native of Alexandria, Va., and has been in the Navy since high school graduation in 1993. He has served aboard USS Enterprise and USS George Washington and has deployed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Lawson is a Huntsville, Ark., native who enlisted in the Navy in 1999. He became the first Aerographer’s Mate in the Navy to earn the Expeditionary Warfare Specialist pin in 2007. Lawson serves as Leading Petty Officer of the Naval Oceanography Special Warfare Detachment, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

NMOC Command Master Chief Keith Edwards, said, “There were representatives from around the globe competing for these awards, and it was a very difficult choice. All the nominated Sailors demonstrated sustained superior performance, proven leadership and a commitment to self-improvement. These two Sailors are excellent choices for representing NMOC at a higher level.”

The Sailors will now go on to compete for the title at U.S. Fleet Forces.

The Sailor of the Year competition was established by the Chief of Naval Operations in 1972 to recognize outstanding Atlantic and Pacific Fleet Sailors and was expanded the next year to include shore Sailors; reservists became eligible in 1982. Sailors of the Year are chosen based on exceptional performance, superior leadership, dedication to self-improvement, and overall contribution to the command’s mission.  
The Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command is a Navy operational command comprised of approximately 2,500 officer, enlisted, and civilian personnel worldwide. NMOC enables the safety, speed, and operational effectiveness of the fleet by illuminating the risks and opportunities for naval and joint forces posed by the present and future natural environment. The command directs the Navy’s meteorology and oceanography programs, including hydrography, astrometry, and precise time, in addition to meteorology and oceanography.  
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