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 Navy Sailors Graduate from Marine Science Program
HATTIESBURG, Miss.– The Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command on Friday recognized two aerographer’s mates graduating from the command’s Enlisted Marine Science Education Program (EMSEP). 

 Chief Aerographer’s Mate Christopher Martin and Aerographer’s Mate 1st Class Theresa Schultz also received bachelor’s degrees in marine science from the University of Southern Mississippi (USM) during commencement ceremonies held at the university’s main campus in Hattiesburg. Ceremony speaker Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus presented the two Sailors with their diplomas.  Martin received his degree magna cum laude; Shultz graduated with honors. Capt. Paul Oosterling, chief of staff, Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command presented their EMSEP certificates.
With a math and science-intensive curriculum, EMSEP was designed to provide an advanced education program for enlisted Navy weather and ocean forecasters and to grow diversity in the oceanography officer corps. 

Students enrolled in EMSEP attend classes full time at USM’s Gulf Coast campus and are given the opportunity to earn bachelor’s degrees in marine science as they work on their EMSEP certificates of completion. 
"This program provided a tremendous opportunity for personal and professional growth,” Martin said. “I am excited to be able to utilize the education I received at my next command; the chance to be able to share the gained knowledge through the training of the Sailors, both officer and enlisted.”

"It is one of the proudest days of my military career,” Schultz said.  “EMSEP has given me the knowledge to perform my job better as an aerographer’s mate  and will help me after the Navy as well; I look forward to utilizing my education in the fleet."     

The first EMSEP students were selected in March 2007. Thus far, 12 aerographer’s mates, including Friday’s graduates, have completed EMSEP – and earned their bachelor’s degrees --   with two more remaining in the program. EMSEP merged with the Navy enlisted commissioning program, Seaman to Admiral -21 (STA-21) last year.

“EMSEP met the Navy’s Sea Warrior requirements to provide professional growth and development for our Sailors.  The program has provided 14 of our sharpest Sailors with advanced educational opportunities which is great for the Sailors, the oceanography community and the Navy,” said Capt. Paul S. Oosterling, chief of staff for the Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command. “We are now offering educational opportunities, with a direct path to a commission, under the auspices of STA-21.”

To date, two EMSEP graduates have been selected to become officers; one of which currently attends Officer Candidate School.

STA-21 is a full-time undergraduate education and commissioning program open to enlisted personnel of all paygrades and ratings who meet eligibility requirements. Under STA-21, Sailors in the Naval Oceanography community who enter the program will be commissioned as ensigns when they graduate with a major related to one of the oceanography community’s core competencies – meteorology, oceanography, hydrography, marine science, etc. The command will pay tuition and fees for up to 10 students at a time. Six command Sailors, including two aerographer’s mates, were accepted into STA-21 in FY11. There are four remaining opportunities available for FY12. The application deadline is July 1.

For more information about the Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command, please visit http://www.navy.mil/local/cnmoc. For more information about STA-21, please visit www.sta-21.navy.mil.
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