
 

 
June 18, 2009 

Promotion/Selections 
SELECTED FOR COMMANDER: The following oceanography officers were selected for promotion to 
commander during 2009-2010: Timothy A. Anderson, Brady A. Brown, Christy G. Cowan, Damon B. Dixon, 
Claude F. Gahard, Steven Mancini, Dexter A. Newton, Ronald J. Piret, Justin M. Reeves, Sean D. Robinson. 
Greg Emery was selected in the reserve force. The selections were announced this week. 
 

Items of Interest 
HEEZEN SEARCHING FOR MIAS: USNS Bruce C. Heezen, one of the Naval Oceanographic Office’s 
oceanographic survey ships, is conducting a search mission off the coast of Vietnam, part of an ongoing effort 
between the two countries to recover the remains of more than 1,300 U.S. servicemen still unaccounted for in 
Vietnam. Follow the link to the complete story at http://blog.taragana.com/n/us-navy-ship-
helps-in-search-for-mias-in-vietnam-79732/. 
 
 
 

BARBOUR VISITS STENNIS: Mississippi Gov. 
Haley Barbour and his wife, Marsha, visited 
Stennis Space Center earlier this month. Pictured 
at left is Capt. Jon White, Naval Meteorology and 
Oceanography Command (NMOC) Chief of Staff; 
Ed Gough, NMOC Deputy/Technical Director; Gov. 
and Mrs. Barbour; and Tom Dunn, Director of the 
Naval Oceanographic Office Major Shared 
Resource Center and NMOC Special Assistant for 
IT.    
 
 

 
 

Training 
EMSEP BOARD TO CONVENE JUNE 24: On June 24, a board will convene at the Naval Meteorology 
and Oceanography Professional Development Center and select up to five community Sailors for the FY10 
Enlisted Marine Science Education Program (EMSEP) at the University of Southern Mississippi (USM). 
Selectees will begin studies in January.  
 

http://blog.taragana.com/n/us-navy-ship-helps-in-search-for-mias-in-vietnam-79732/
http://blog.taragana.com/n/us-navy-ship-helps-in-search-for-mias-in-vietnam-79732/


 
EMSEP, established in 2007, is a two-year science and math intensive program designed to establish an 
educated senior enlisted leadership core and grow diversity in the 180x/6464 accession pool. Graduates 
receive a certificate in marine science presented by Commander, Naval Meteorology and Oceanography 
Center and can earn a bachelor’s degree in marine science from USM. 
 
There are 12 students enrolled in the program. The first EMSEP class of 10 students is scheduled to graduate 
on Dec. 11, 2009. 
 
For more information on the FY10 EMSEP program, please visit the Naval Oceanography Program page on 
Navy Knowledge Online (NKO) or contact AGC Ty Magowan at (228) 871-4266, DSN: 868-4266. 
 
 

PDD PAC SAILORS EARN MTS: Several members 
of the Navy Meteorology and Oceanography Professional 
Development Detachment, Pacific (NMOPDD PAC), have 
earned the distinction of Master Training Specialist. The 
Master Training Specialist (MTS) program is designed to 
guide personnel through a training process with the 
ultimate goal of attaining MTS qualification. 
 
Pictured (l-r): AG1 (AW/SW) Robert Vonggonthong, AGC 
(AW/SW) David Hutchinson, Leading Petty Officer; AGC 
(AW/SW) Jeremy Bussell, Assistant Officer in Charge of NMOPDD PAC; and Lt. Cmdr. Douglas Wahl, 
NMOPDD PAC Officer in Charge. 

 
Volunteering 

SGOT SAN DIEGO SAILORS VOLUNEER 
AT LOCAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL: AG1 
(SW) Joseph McGonis of Strike Group 
Oceanography Team (SGOT) San Diego reads 
to a class of Encanto Elementary School 
students as part of the Partners in Education 
Program. SGOT San Diego has a long-
standing relationship with Encato Elementary. 
SGOT San Diego Sailors of every rank – from 
Airmen to Commanding Officer – are involved 
in the program.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

COMET News 
COMET ANNOUNCES TWO NEW PUBLICATIONS: The COMET Program has published "Nearshore 
Wave Modeling" and "Mesoscale Ocean Circulation Models" for the Department of the Navy. 
 
Nearshore Wave Modeling introduces forecasters to different nearshore wave models, including phase-



 

 

resolving and 1- and 2-dimensional spectral models. It describes the processes that wave models simulate, 
the assumptions they make, the initial and boundary conditions required to run the models, and potential 
sources of error in model forecasts. While focusing on SWAN, the module also examines the Navy Standard 
Surf Model and Bouss-2D. 
 
The intended audience for Nearshore Wave Modeling is the operational forecaster with surf-forecasting 
responsibilities and students interested in physical oceanography. Please follow this link to start the module:  
http://www.meted.ucar.edu/oceans/nearshore_wave_models/index.htm 
 
Mesoscale Ocean Circulation Models examines mesoscale ocean circulation models and features and 
processes that they predict. These models simulate temperature, salinity, currents, and elevation in three 
dimensions through a period of time. In this module, we examine current operational models, limitations to 
model forecasts, examples of predicted ocean features, and potential applications. 
 
The intended audience for Mesoscale Ocean Circulation Models is the operational forecaster with ocean 
forecasting responsibilities and students interested in physical oceanography. Please follow this link to start 
the module: http://www.meted.ucar.edu/oceans/ocean_circ_models/index.htm 
 
 

Detailer’s Corner 
 
1800 DETAILER 
 
From Capt. Jim Pettigrew, PERS 449 
 
We will soon begin our Selection Board season here at NPC with our Commander and Captain Command 
Screening Board in September. Congratulations to our new Commander selects. I will soon be contacting all 
O6/O5 selects concerning the process for the command screening board. The O6, O5, and O4 selection 
boards will follow at the beginning of the new year. Now is a good time to scrub your record for continuity and 
correctness, and to ensure your color picture is up to date for your current rank.  
 
Also, you should be thinking out through the next few years and setting yourself up for success for future 
selection boards. Remember, a successful O4 sea-tour (even at the O3-level); successful staff tours at 
CNMOC, USFF and/or OPNAV will be the jobs that will quickly break you out from the herd in the selection 
board proceedings. Although, the bottom line for selection continues to be superior performance in whatever 
billet you are assigned to. 
 
In closing, here are some high-visibility billets that are high-priority fills and remember, I can usually go one-up 
or one-down in rank…  If you’re interested, give Cmdr.(sel) Towle or me a call. 
 
O5 NGA  NOW  VA   
O3 NAVICE NOW  MD 
O4 CNMOC NOW  MS 
O4 CNFK  Feb 10  Seoul 
 
That’s it for now from Millington… Keep Charging! 
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Rear Admiral David Titley         
Commander,  

Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command 

1100 Balch Boulevard, Stennis Space Center, MS 39529 

 
 

 
NMOC News is a biweekly electronic internal newsletter, distributed by the Naval Meteorology and 
Oceanography Command Public Affairs Office. To obtain guidelines for contributing information to NMOC 
News, or for any other questions, please contact: 
 

Tel: (228) 688-4384 • Fax: (228) 688-4880 • E-mail: cathy.willis@navy.mil 
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