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National Science Foundation (NSF)
NSF is an independent federal agency created by Congress in 1950 "to promote the progress of science; to advance the national health, prosperity, and welfare; to secure the national defense..."  It serves as the funding source for approximately 20 percent of all federally supported basic research conducted by America’s colleges and universities.  NSF's goal is to support the people, ideas and tools that together make discovery possible.

NSF also funds equipment that is needed by scientists and engineers but is often too expensive for any one group or researcher to afford.  One example of this is the provision of oceanographic research ships to the University National Oceanographic Laboratory System (UNOLS), an organization of 61 academic institutions and laboratories joined for the purpose of coordinating oceanographic ships' schedules and research facilities.

The Oceanographer of the Navy, in conjunction with ONR and NSF, funds the development of some multi-mission oceanographic research vessels for use by UNOLS members, with the understanding that some cooperative research will be performed for the Navy.

More information can be found at http://www.nsf.gov
