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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
NOAA's mission is to understand and predict changes in the Earth's environment and manage coastal and marine resources to meet the nation's economic, social and environmental needs.

NOAA accomplishes this mission through its five major line offices:  the National Weather Service, the National Environmental Satellites and Data Information Service, the National Marine Fisheries Service, the National Ocean Service, the Office of Ocean and Atmospheric Research, and NOAA's Office of Marine and Aviation Operations.  These line offices predict and model the weather, operate satellites, monitor and protect fishery resources, chart the ocean, conduct environmental research, and operate NOAA ships and aircraft, respectively.

The Oceanographer of the Navy serves as the Naval Deputy to NOAA and maintains a NOAA Corps liaison officer on his staff.  The responsibilities of the Naval Deputy to NOAA are to:

(1)  Act as a liaison between the Administrator and the Secretary of the Navy in order to avoid duplication of Federal oceanographic activities

(2)  Act to maintain a close relationship between the Administration and the Navy in research and development

(3)  Ensure that national security considerations are addressed by the NOAA Administrator in formulating policies

There are some areas where the Naval Oceanography Program and NOAA divide responsibilities.  For ocean surveying and mapping, NOAA generally works in U.S. territorial waters.  The Navy's global mission requires survey work in strategically significant areas around the world, and this service is normally provided by the Navy's fleet of seven military survey ships.  When required by the needs of Homeland Defense, Navy survey ships augment NOAA's ships in U.S. territorial waters.

For weather forecasting models and services, the National Weather Service is the lead agency for the United States, its territories, and coastal waters.  Navy meteorological models and forecasts support naval forces anywhere naval operations occur.  Moreover, the Navy's global atmospheric models serve as a back-up to NOAA's National Center for Environmental Prediction atmospheric models.

The Navy and Air Force's Joint Typhoon Warning Center in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii serves as the western Pacific counterpart to NOAA's National Hurricane Center and works closely with that office.  Navy ocean-atmosphere coupled models also contribute to the National Hurricane Center's forecasts of tropical systems.

More information can be found at http://www.noaa.gov
