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North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
NATO is an alliance of 26 countries from Europe and North America committed to fulfilling the goals of the North Atlantic Treaty, signed on 4 April 1949.  In accordance with the Treaty, the fundamental role of NATO is to safeguard the freedom and security of its member countries by political and military means.  NATO safeguards our common values of democracy, individual liberty, the rule of law and the peaceful resolution of disputes, and promotes these values throughout the Euro-Atlantic area.

The Oceanographer of the Navy serves as the Navy representative to the U.S. Delegation in three NATO working groups:

-  Military Oceanography (MILOC) Group is composed of representatives of member nations, NATO Strategic Commanders, and representatives from the NATO Undersea Research Centre (NURC).  It provides policy guidance and advice to the Strategic Commanders who have overall responsibility for military oceanographic issues throughout NATO.

-  Military Committee Meteorological Group (MCMG) is composed of representatives of member nations and NATO Strategic Commanders that provides meteorological policy guidance to the Military Committee and Strategic Commanders.

-  MCMG Battle-area Meteorological Systems and Support (BMSS) Working Group encourages cooperation in research, development, and transition of new meteorological equipment, techniques, and software to operational capability.  This permanent working group supports MCMG and is composed of national representatives and representatives of NATO Strategic Commanders.

More information can be found at http://www.nato.int
