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James C. Pettigrew

Captain, United States Navy
Captain Jim Pettigrew was born in St Albans, New York.  He attended Texas A&M University, where he graduated with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Ocean Engineering.  He was commissioned an Ensign through Texas A&M’s NROTC program in 1984.

After commissioning he was assigned to USS Biddle (CG 34), and served as the Anti-Submarine Warfare Officer and later as the Combat Information Center Officer.  During this tour he participated in operations in the vicinity of Libya and was designated a Surface Warfare Officer.  Following this sea tour he served as the director for the Combat Information Center and Tactical Action Officer Courses at the Fleet Combat Training Center in Dam Neck, Virginia.  During this tour Commander Pettigrew was selected for lateral transfer to the Meteorology and Oceanography (METOC) Community.

Upon selection in 1989, he was assigned to the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California, where he first instructed courses in Tactical Meteorology and Tactical Oceanography, then earned a Master of Science Degree in Physical Oceanography and Meteorology.  Upon graduation in 1992, he was selected as a member of the commissioning crew for USS Kearsarge (LHD 3), where he served as the METOC Officer and Assistant Operations Officer.

In 1994 Captain Pettigrew reported to U.S. Space Command, in Colorado Springs, Colorado, where he served as Requirements Officer for Space-Based Environmental Sensing Systems.  During this tour he was involved in the consolidation of Department of Defense and Department of Commerce environmental satellite programs.  He then attended Armed Forces Staff College completing requirements for and receiving designation as a Joint Service Officer.

Captain Pettigrew then reported aboard Commander Carrier Group Two, and served aboard both USS John F Kennedy (CV 67) and USS Harry S Truman (CVN 75).  During this tour he served as Group METOC Officer, Group Scheduler and Assistant Plans Officer.  In 2000, Captain Pettigrew was selected to serve on the staff of the Chief of Naval Operations, and served as Head of the Navigation, Surveillance and METOC Space Systems Branch.  

In 2002, Captain Pettigrew reported as the Fleet METOC Officer onboard the staff of Commander, US Seventh Fleet.  During this tour he also served as the Fleet Current Operations Officer, overseeing the operations and deployments of 13 Carrier Strike Groups, and Amphibious Ready Groups in support of the Forward Deployed Naval Force (FDNF) and Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom.

Captain Pettigrew commanded the Naval Pacific METOC Center, Yokosuka, Japan from November 2003 to October 2005.  During this period he supported Commander, U.S. Pacific Command; Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet; Commander, U.S. Seventh Fleet; Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Korea; Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Japan; and multiple Joint Task Forces, including JTF 536 supporting the tsunami-ravaged regions of the Indian Ocean.

Upon returning from the FDNF, he served as the Deputy for Oceanographic Requirements and Capabilities on the staff of the Oceanographer of the Navy.  Additionally he served as the OPNAV Coordinator and Representative to OSD for Institutional Reform and Governance (IR&G), a QDR Roadmap to transform and enhance decision making by Senior Leadership.
He most recently served as PERS 449, The Oceanography Community Senior Detailer and Placement Officer.

His decorations include the Legion of Merit, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Navy Meritorious Service Medal with four Gold Stars, Navy Commendation Medal, Navy Achievement Medal with three Gold Stars, and other Unit Awards earned alongside his shipmates.

