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Background

Current State

On November 5, 2008, the NIEM Program
Office and the Office of the DoD Executive
Agent for Maritime Domain Awareness
entered into a strategic partnership to
strengthen MDA information exchange.

Under this agreement, the Office of the DoD
EA for MDA worked with the NIEM Program
Office to transition the Maritime Information
Exchange Model (MIEM) into the maritime
component of the National Information
Exchange model. Version 2.1 of the NIEM,
which included the maritime component, was
released in September 2009.

The Development of the Models

The Maritime Information Exchange Model
(MIEM) was created as part of the
Comprehensive Maritime Awareness Joint
Capability Technology Demonstration (CMA
JCTD) sponsored by the US Navy and the
Department of Defense. Working with the
MDA community of interest, the CMA team
worked to ensure that the MIEM met
maritime-specific information sharing
requirements identified by the MDA
Interagency Data Sharing Community of
Interest (COI).

The National Information Exchange Model
program (www.niem.gov) was launched on
28 February 2005, as a partnership between
the U.S. Departments of Homeland Security
(DHS) and Justice (DOJ).

Widely adopted within State and Local
governments, with 39 of the 50 states
reporting NIEM-conformant information
exchange projects, the NIEM framework
provides:

= Standard vocabulary, guidance and
processes

= Effective and efficient information
sharing framework for use across
organizational boundaries

The transition allows the MDA
community of interest to leverage the
tools, training and governance provided
by the NIEM program. The NIEM has
been adopted as the information
sharing model for:

= Implementation of the Common
Terrorism Information Sharing
Standards

= DOJ N-Dex Program

= DHS ReallD, eVerify, & the
Southeast Transportation
Corridor Pilot (SETCP) program

Additionally, the OMB requires
electronic reports to be submitted using
NIEM compliant data structures.

Moving Forward

The Office of the DoD EA for MDA
provides support to the NIEM Program
Office during the continuing
development of vocabulary for MDA
data objects as new data types and
specific data sharing objects are
identified by the MDA COI. Major
objectives of the NIEM transition
include:

= Applicability across the civil and
military maritime information
sharing processes

= [mplementation that is modular,
reusable, extensible, and non-
proprietary

The CMA program has developed a
capability that produces a NIEM
compatible model based upon user
defined data needs. This capability will
be transferable to other systems
enabling greater data sharing.

The NIEM is also being reviewed by
international partners for their
maritime sharing model standard.



