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The Red Lancers of VP-10 Celebrate the Holidays Overseas
By:  LTJG Steven Monahan and LTJG Victoria Wiedmeier, VP-10 PAO

MISAWA and KADENA, Japan and Comalapa, EL SALVADOR - The Red Lancers deployed in early December to three operating locations spread across the Pacific. Squadron members found festive ways to celebrate the season while far from home and their loved ones.
     In snowy Misawa, the Red Lancers kicked off their celebrations on December 22nd with a hearty holiday luncheon at the Misawa Air Base Enlisted Club. With a winter wonderland forming outside, many Lancers found themselves working in the snow and flying on Christmas Day. Fortunately, most everyone was able to take the December 26th off and had the chance to relax, play in the snow, and connect electronically with family and friends who were just waking up for Christmas morning in the United States. The residents of Misawa Air Base made sure the squadron was taken care of during this holiday season by sending cards, treats, and ending the year with a base wide New Year’s Eve party. 
     In the sunnier, south of Japan, the Red Lancers in Kadena found ways to celebrate and have fun as well. Former VP-10 Red Lancer, LT Joshua Silva and his wife Adrianna graciously opened their home to squadron members for a Christmas Eve dinner. VP-45, also deployed to Kadena, hosted a VP-45/VP-10 Christmas bash, which included a sumptuous holiday feast, wonderful door prizes, and socializing with friends and new acquaintances. 
     Although many had to work on Christmas and New Year’s day the Red Lancers banded together in their off time to celebrate the holidays by attending religious services on Christmas Eve, watching the Japanese version of the New Year’s celebration in a room with friends at midnight, or staying up until two in the afternoon to herald in the New Year back home in Jacksonville. 
     The Red Lancers in El Salvador continued their mission during the holidays with flights Christmas Eve through New Year’s Day.  Although mission capabilities were a priority, the men and women of VP-10 still found time to open presents with their families or ring in the New Year via Skype.  In addition to celebrating long distance with families, the squadron was able to bring holiday cheer to the children of a local orphanage.  VP-10’s very own Santa Claus brought gifts for the children.  The Red Lancer Wardroom also celebrated the first minutes of 2013 with the promotion of LTJG Richard Poudrier to LT.  
     Although each group of Red Lancers had different holiday experiences, every member of the VP-10 family feels grateful for the continued love and support they received from everyone back home. Using this holiday season to reflect on everything that they have accomplished and been blessed with, the Red Lancers hope to make this next year as exciting and successful as the last.
     The VP-10 Red Lancers are led by Squadron Commanding Officer CDR Timothy Parker.
     The VP-10 “Red Lancers” provide intelligence, reconnaissance, and deterrence support from the air, in both an overland and open water capacity, in the U.S. SEVENTH and FOURTH Fleet areas of operation.  
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AOCS Steven Jimenez from VP-10 hands out Christmas gifts at local orphanage in El Salvador.
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