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VP-10 Wishes AWF1 Richards Fair Winds and Following Seas
By:  Lieutenant Junior Grade Steven Monahan, VP-10 PAO

After 20 years of honorable and dedicated service in the United States Navy, AWF1 Gordon Richards flew his last flight as a P-3C Flight Engineer on the last day of 2012 while deployed to El Salvador. Upon landing, Richards was met by senior and junior Sailors alike who thanked him for his service and wished him well in future endeavors.
Petty Officer Richards joined the Navy from Leesburg, FL in August, 1992 and upon completion of basic training in Great Lakes, IL he reported to 
VFA-86 at Cecil Field, FL.  While attached to VFA-86, he deployed on both the USS AMERICA and the USS GEORGE WASHINGTON
.  After 
two successful cruises, Petty Officer Richards transferred to AIMD Jacksonville, FL in 1998.  Assigned to the Power Plants Division, he built and tested T-56 engines, the same engines that power the P-3C Orion.  In 2001, Petty Officer Richards was selected to attend Flight Engineer Training at VP-30 in Jacksonville, FL. He reported to VP-16 in 2002, where over the next three years he honed his craft as a Naval Flight Engineer.  From 2006 to 2007 while assigned to AIMD 400 Division he deployed onboard the USS EISENHOWER where he earned his Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist designation and became a Shellback, joining the many Sailors before him who sailed across the equator.
  In June of 2007 Petty Officer Richards joined the Red Lancer family and will retire May 31, 2013.

This was truly a bittersweet moment for all parties.  “I wouldn’t trade anything that I’ve experienced over the past 20 years, good or bad for anything in the world.” Richards was quoted as saying.  AWF1 Gordon “Gordo” Richards is held in high esteem by all who have served with him.  As an Instructor Flight Engineer, he mentored many junior Sailors daily, providing expert advice and instruction.  He had this to say about being a mentor, “It was great watching young Sailors mature and advance through the ranks, knowing you played a role in their success.”  He finished his career with an impressive 3,722 mishap free flight hours. 
The VP-10 “Red Lancers” provide intelligence, reconnaissance, and deterrence support from the air, in both an overland and open water capacity, in the U.S. SEVENTH and FOURTH Fleet areas of operation. 
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El Salvador- AWF1 Richards descends the ladder of the P3C Orion for the last time.

For further questions, please contact VP-10 Public Affairs Officer

Steven.monahan@folcomalapa.navy.mil
�Redundant.  Of course it was his first duty station.  He was coming  right from Great Lakes. 


�Ship names are generally capitalized or italicized depending on style.  In any event you never shorten the formal of a ship i.e “Washington”


�You only listed one previous sea tour.


�Of course there were many sailors before him.  Maybe talk about his deployment instead.





