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     Commander Brent Gaut, born in Stockton, California, graduated from the United States Naval Academy with a Bachelor of Science Degree in English in 1994.  He received his commission upon graduation and was designated a Naval Aviator in September 1996.

     Upon completion of SH-60B pilot training, CDR Gaut reported to the "Scorpions" of HSL-49, where he conducted forward deployed WESTPAC deployments in support of the "Warloards" of HSL-51.  He deployed in USS VINCENNES (CG 49), USS VANDEGRIFT (FFG 48), USS COWPENS (CG 63) and USS MOBILE BAY (CG 53).

     CDR Gaut's next tour of duty was a flight instructor with the "Seahawks" of HSL-41.  He also served as the Rotor Review HSL editor and was selected as HSL-41 Squadron Instructor Pilot of the Year for 2002.  In January 2004, CDR Gaut reported to and deployed in USS BELLEAU WOOD (LHA 3) as the Mini Boss and in support of Operations ENDURING and IRAQI FREEDOM.  While deployed, CDR Gaut also served as Air Boss.

     Selected for Department Head, CDR Gaut reported to the "World Famous Wolfpack" of HSL-45 in October 2005.  He served as the squadron's Aviation Safety Officer from November 2005 to September 2006 and was the driving force behind HSL-45 receiving the 2006 CNO Aviation Safety Award, its first such recognition since 1994.  CDR Gaut also served as Detachment FOUR Officer-in-Charge, and deployed in USS MCCLUSKY (FFG 41) in support of Counter Narco-Terrorism Operations from April - August 2007.  His detachment was the first West coast detachment to employ successful Airborne Use of Force (AUF), to include warning shots and disabling fire, following the Initial Operational Capability (IOC) testing phase.  His detachment was responsible for the seizure of over 5 tons of cocaine, as well as the disruption of another 5 tons of cocaine.  He finished his tour as the command's Maintenance Officer, spearheading the squadron's recognition as winner of both the COMHSMWINGPAC Golden Wrench Award for superior maintenance and the FY07 COMPACFLT Retention Award, contributing to the squadron winning the Battle "E" Award.  

     In January 2008 CDR Gaut reported to the Executive Officer of the President, Office of National Drug Control Policy as a Policy Analyst.  While attached, he also served as the Staff Director for the Office of State, Local and Tribal Affairs.

     CDR Gaut holds various unit awards and personal decorations, to include; the Presidential Service Badge, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Navy Commendation Medal (four awards), Navy Achievement Medal (three awards), and the Battle "E" Ribbon (three awards).  He is married to the former Ms. April Kotteles from Rockaway, New Jersey. 

