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Born in Plymouth, Massachusetts, Master Chief Nickerson enlisted under the delayed entry program in June 1980 and attended Recruit Training Command, Orlando, Fl., in September 1980.

Prior to his selection into the Command Master Chief program, Master Chief Nickerson’s afloat commands consisted of USS Iwo Jima (LPH 2), in Norfolk, VA; USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71), in Norfolk, VA; USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74), in Norfolk, VA; USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76), in Norfolk, VA.  Shore commands consisted of NAS South Weymouth, MA; Fleet Combat Training Center, Atlantic, Dam Neck; Norfolk Naval Shipyard, Portsmouth, VA. 

Upon graduating from the Senior Enlisted Academy (Class 105, Blue), March 2003, Master Chief Nickerson reported on board USS Lake Erie (CG 70), in Pearl Harbor, HI, as Command Master Chief.  His follow on CMC tour was with the Proud Warriors of HSL-42, Mayport, FL.  Master Chief Nickerson reported to HSM-70, May 2008.

        His personal awards include the Meritorious Service Medal (two awards), Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (three awards), Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (two awards) and various service and campaign awards.
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