CDR Ken G. Kopp

Commanding Officer, HSM-70
    A native of Conifer, Colorado, Commander Kopp enlisted in the Navy in 1984 and completed Nuclear Power training as an ET2, after which was assigned to the Reactor Department  in USS Enterprise (CVN-65). He graduated from the United States Naval Academy class of 1992 with a Bachelors of Science in Control Systems Engineering.

    Upon completion of flight training in 1994, Commander Kopp was designated a Naval Aviator and reported to HSL-40 at NS Mayport, Florida, for LAMPS MK III flight training in the SH-60B Seahawk.

    In 1995, he joined the Proud Warriors of HSL-42 in Mayport, Florida.  There, he deployed with the “Shadowmen” of Detachment SIX in USS Connolly (DD-979), USS Thorn (DD-988) and USS John L. Hall (FFG-32) introducing NVG capability for the first time in East Coast LAMPS aviation during special mission ASW and Counter Narcotics deployments. 

    In 1998, Commander Kopp was selected for the US Naval Postgraduate / Test Pilot School Coop program in Monterey, California and Patuxent River, MD where he completed a MS in Aeronautical Engineering and graduated with the Test Pilot School Class 120.  

    Following his Test Pilot training, Commander Kopp was assigned to Air Test and Evaluation Squadron Two One (HX-21) as Deputy Test Director for development of the MH-60R multi-mission helicopter replacement to both the SH-60B and 60F aircraft. 

    In 2003, he was assigned to the world famous “Swamp Foxes” of HSL-44 in Mayport, FL where he deployed with a Standing Forces NATO Atlantic (SNFL) battlegroup as Officer In Charge of the Detachment Ten “Killahs” in USS Simpson (FFG-56).  Upon completion of his OIC deployment he assumed duties as squadron Maintenance Officer. 

    In 2005, Commander Kopp reported to the OPNAV Staff Programming Division (N80) better known as “The Bullpen” where he was assigned lead aviation financial programmer for all Navy and Marine Corps rotary wing programs.  

    Most recently, Commander Kopp relieved as the Commanding Officer of the “Spartans” of HSM-70, the East Coasts first MH-60R squadron.
    Commander Kopp has accumulated over 3500 flight hours in Naval and Civilian Experimental Aircraft of over 60 types including: rotary wing, jet, gliders, and lighter than air vehicles. He is an active member of the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA), Society of Experimental Test Pilots and Aircraft Owners and Pilot Association (AOPA) and holds FAA Repairman, Flight Instructor and Commercial pilot ratings.  His personal awards include the Meritorious Service Medal, Navy/Marine Corps Commendation Medal (two awards), the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (three awards) and various unit, campaign and service medals.

    He is married to the former Daisy A. Valdez, of Pensacola, FL and they have two children ages 17 and 11.
