CAPT Stephen P. McInerney

Commander, Carrier Air Wing SEVENTEEN

A native of San Francisco, California, Captain Stephen McInerney graduated from Amherst College in 1982 with a degree in Political Science.  Entering the Naval Service through the Aviation Officer Candidate program, he earned his wings in April 1986.

Captain McInerney’s initial Fleet assignment was to Helicopter Combat Support Squadron FIVE in Guam in January 1987.  He completed two deployments with the MIDWAY Battle Group, participating in tanker escort missions during Operation EARNEST WILL.

Transitioning to the Medium Attack community, CAPT McInerney reported to VA-165 in May 1992.  He completed two Western Pacific/Arabian Gulf deployments, twice participating in Operation SOUTHERN WATCH.

Transitioning to the Electronic Attack community, CAPT McInerney reported to VAQ-138 in March 1997.  He participated in Operation SOUTHERN WATCH and in combat operations in support of Operation ALLIED FORCE.

After completing Air Command and Staff College and Armed Forces Staff College, CAPT McInerney reported to VAQ-136, forward deployed to Atsugi, Japan in April 2001.  Assuming command in August 2002, he participated in combat operations in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM while aboard USS KITTY HAWK (CV 63).

In December 2003, CAPT McInerney reported to the Office of the Secretary of Defense as Country Director for the United Kingdom, Canada and Ireland, providing political and military advice and assistance to senior Defense officials. 

In October 2005, CAPT McInerney assumed command of VAQ-129, the EA-6B Fleet Replacement Squadron.  In command 28-months, he coordinated the transition of the FRS into a dual EA-6B/EA-18G squadron.

CAPT McInerney reported to Carrier Air Wing SEVENTEEN in January 2009.
CAPT McInerney has logged over 4300 hours and 700 carrier landings in a variety of jet and rotary wing aircraft.  His personal awards include the Bronze Star, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (2), Air Medal (2), Strike Flight Medal (8), Navy Commendation Medal (2) and Navy Achievement Medal (2).
