



Kenneth R. Whitesell

Captain, United States Navy

Captain Kenneth R. Whitesell was born in Waynesboro, Virginia on 19 July 1961.  He graduated from Old Dominion University in December 1983 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Mechanical Engineering.

He was commissioned an Ensign via Aviation Officer Candidate School in Pensacola, Florida and received orders to Naval Flight Officer training, earning his wings in October 1986.  After completing F-14A Fleet Refresher Training at Fighter Squadron ONE ZERO ONE, NAS Oceana, Virginia in September 1987, Captain Whitesell reported to Fighter Squadron ONE FOUR TWO.  While assigned to the "Ghostriders" of Fighter Squadron ONE FOUR TWO, he made two Mediterranean deployments aboard USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CV 69) in support of Libyan Freedom of Navigation Operations and Operation DESERT SHIELD.  In January of 1989, he was selected to attend TOPGUN, the Navy Fighter Weapons School in San Diego, California.  Upon graduation, he returned to Fighter Squadron ONE FOUR TWO as the Air Warfare Tactics Training Officer.  In October 1990, Captain Whitesell reported to Fighter Squadron ONE ZERO ONE for F-14 FRS Instructor Duty.  While assigned at Fighter Squadron ONE ZERO ONE, he served as Fleet NATOPS Evaluator, Basic Weapons Employment Phase Leader and Tactics Phase Leader.  Returning to the fleet in May 1992, Captain Whitesell joined Fighter Squadron SEVEN FOUR, the "Bedevilers," as the Assistant Operations Officer.  In July 1993, he left Tomcats and NAS Oceana for the U.S. Naval War College in Newport, Rhode Island where he earned a Master of Arts Degree in National Security and Strategic Studies.  Following academic studies, he returned to Fighter Squadron ONE ZERO ONE enroute to the fleet and Fighter Squadron THREE TWO.  The "Swordsmen" of Fighter Squadron THREE TWO deployed onboard USS THEODORE ROOSEVELT (CV 72) enforcing Operation DELIBERATE GUARD in Bosnia and Operation SOUTHERN WATCH in Iraq.  While in Fighter Squadron THREE TWO, he served as Administrative and Personnel Officer and Aircraft Maintenance Officer.  In October of 1997, Captain Whitesell reported to the Pentagon assigned at the National Military Command Center, Operations Directorate of the Joint Staff.  Captain Whitesell selected for Aviation Command in the fall of 1999 and assumed the title of Executive Officer at Strike Fighter Squadron ONE TWO TWO in August 2000.  In June 2002 Captain Whitesell reported to Strike Fighter Squadron FOUR ONE, the first Tomcat Squadron to transition to the FA-18F, and assumed the duties of Executive Officer.  During this time, the “Black Aces” deployed to the Persian Gulf as part of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM.  Captain Whitesell assumed command aboard the USS NIMITZ (CVN 68) in August 2003 as Strike Fighter Squadron FOUR ONE led Carrier Air Wing ELEVEN on her successful eight-month deployment.  Captain Whitesell returned to sea during the summer of 2004, with a “Black Ace” detachment, aboard the USS RONALD REAGAN (CVN 76) during her change of homeport from Norfolk to San Diego.  In November 2004, Captain Whitesell reported to the Navy Personnel Command as TACAIR Commander Detailer, and subsequently as Head, Lieutenant Commander and Junior Officer Assignments Branch, PERS-432.

Captain Whitesell's personal awards and decorations include the Joint Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (two awards), Navy Commendation Medal (three awards), Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (two awards) and various unit, campaign and service awards.  He has accumulated over 2800 flight hours in the F-14, over 900 hours in the F/A-18F and over 880 arrested landings.

Captain Whitesell is married to the former Melodye Beam of Staunton, Virginia.  They have a daughter, Hannah Elizabeth, and a son, Jared Eli Beam (JEB).  The Whitesell Family resides in Virginia Beach, Virginia.






