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A replica of a Curtiss Pusher Biplane sits on the flight deck of USS George 
H.W. Bush (CVN 77), Nov. 15.  The original aircraft was flown off the deck of 
the light cruiser USS Birmingham by Eugene Ely on Nov. 14, 1910, to launch 
naval aviation.  (U.S. Navy photo by MC3 Tony Curtis)
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Command Corner
F r o m  t h e  C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r

Hello, friends and families!  

We just successfully com-
pleted the longest in-port 
period the crew of CVN 77 
has had all year.  During this 
month, we advanced more 
than 175 Sailors to the next 
pay grade.  Congratulations 
to all of you, you deserve it!

We celebrated 100 years 
of naval aviation by hosting 
a replica of a Curtiss Pusher 

Biplane, the aircraft that launched naval aviation.
  All Hands, the official magazine of the U.S. Navy, pub-

lished an outstanding article written by and photos taken 
by our very own Media Department.  This was a great op-
portunity to showcase the Navy’s newest aircraft carrier to 
the fleet and to display your hard work.  

A big thank you goes to all the Sailors who were involved 
in hosting Thanksgiving dinner for many of our Sailors and 
their family members last week.  It was quite a feast.  

Even though Thanksgiving is over, many holidays are 
right around the corner, and it is vitally important that we 
get through them safely and remain financially savvy.  

Command Financial Specialists are on board and ready to 
help you with a holiday spending plan, and Fleet and Fam-
ily Support Center has many programs available to help 
with holiday budgeting.  These are great resources to  take 
advantage of whether you need help getting out of debt, 
planning a budget or getting prepared for deployment.    

Speaking of the holidays, tickets to our third annual com-
mand Holiday Party on Dec. 15 are on sale at MWR.  This 
will be an extraordinary event.  The grand prize is a $3,000 
travel voucher, which could be a five day all-inclusive trip 
to Jamaica!  Winners must be present to win, so be sure to 
attend.  On-site child care will be provided.

 Keep up the great work everyone.  Let’s have an out-
standing underway so we can return home safely to enjoy 
the holidays.   

Sincerely,

Capt. Chip Miller
Commanding Officer
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Looking for our Web site?
www.cvn77.navy.milIt’s changed. Please find us here:

Photo by MC3 (SW) Nicholas Hall
The hosts of ESPN2’s First Take TV show are surrounded by Sailors on the flight deck of USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77), Nov 8.  
First Take broadcasted live from the flight deck of George H.W. Bush during a salute to America’s Heroes.  



Heroes don’t shy away, they help

A Sailor assigned to USS 
George H.W. Bush (CVN 
77) Medical Department 

rendered life-saving assistance to a 
50-year-old man on board a commercial 
aircraft Nov. 18, in Sacramento, Calif. 

Hospital Corpsman 1st Class (SW/
AW) Raymond Kunze was returning 
with his wife from emergency leave 
after his father passed away when he 
witnessed the passenger sitting next 
to him become very agitated as the 
aircraft was preparing for take-off. 

 “He said that he couldn’t breathe 
and that he had just an incredible 
amount of pressure in his chest,” said 
Kunze. 

According to Kunze, the man’s skin 
was cold and sweaty with all his color 
quickly disappearing. “I did a quick 
exam on him right there on the plane 
with no blood pressure cuff or EKG. 
I then grabbed the flight attendant 
and told her once we get in the air, if 
something happens we’re very limited, 

so you might want to try to stop the 
plane from going up,” said Kunze. 

In Kunze‘s opinion, the man was 
probably having a heart attack and 
needed immediate medical attention. 

The flight attendant ran up to the 
cockpit and informed the pilot about 
what was taking place, said Kunze. 
It took around eight minutes for the 
pilot to exit the taxiway and return the 
plane to the departure gate where the 
paramedics were waiting. 

“He couldn’t walk. He kept losing 
his feet from under him, so I picked 
him up and carried him to the front 
of the plane,” said Kunze.  “The 
ramp was coming down right as 
they were opening up the door and I 
briefed the paramedics on the patients 
symptoms.” 

Lt. Cmdr. Tracy Vincent, George 
H.W. Bush Ship’s Nurse, said she is 
really proud of Kunze.

 “It shows how important our jobs are 
not only here on the ship, but out in the 

civilian world as well,” said Vincent. 
Her parents were on the same flight 
to visit her for the holidays, and her 
mother said she was very impressed at 
how calm Kunze kept this individual.

Kunze was trained as a Hospital 
Corpsman in 1995 at Corps School 
in Great Lakes, Ill., and worked 
as an Emergency Trauma Training 
Course Director at Naval Air Station 
Pensacola, Fla. While in Pensacola, 
Kunze also received his paramedic 
certification from Pensacola Junior 
College, which enabled him to operate 
as a paramedic there for two years.

“We drill so much and we do so much 
training so often, that when something 
like that happens, you immediately go 
into evaluation mode,” said Kunze. “It 
gets you through and then when you 
come out of it you say, ‘wow, did I 
really just do that?’”

“Don’t shy away from helping 
people. We’re all put here on this 
earth to help each other,” said Kunze. 
“The world as a whole has kind of 
forgotten that. If you see someone 
who needs help, don’t shy away and 
run the other direction, jump in! If you 
can provide any help whatsoever, do 
it. It’s something good, it’s something 
that I think we need to remember as a 
society.” 

Story and layout by MCSN Leonard H. Adams Jr.

Hospital Corpsman 1st Class (SW/AW) 
Raymond Kunze, of USS George 
H.W. Bush (CVN 77) Medical Depart-
ment, talks with a boy while volunteer-
ing at the Children’s Hospital of The 
King’s Daughters Nov. 1.

Photo by MCSN Michael Smevog3

Namesake to receive 
Presidential Medal of Freedom

President Barack Obama announced he will award 
former President George H.W. Bush, with the Pres-
idential Medal of Freedom, Nov. 17, at a ceremony 

set to take place at the White House next year.
The Presidential Medal of Freedom is an award be-

stowed by the President of the United States and is the 
highest civilian award in the U.S. According to a White 
House official, it recognizes individuals who have made 
“an especially meritorious contribution to the security or 
national interests of the United States, world peace, cul-
tural or other significant public or private endeavors.” 
The award is not limited to U.S. citizens, and can also be 
awarded to military personnel and worn on the uniform.

George Herbert Walker Bush was the 41st President of 
the United States; Vice President in the Reagan Admin-
istration; Director of Central Intelligence; U.S. Liaison’s 

Office to the People’s Republic of China; U.S. Ambassa-
dor to the United Nations; and a member of the House of 
Representatives from the 7th District of Texas. President 
Bush and President Bill Clinton worked together to en-
courage aid for victims of Hurricane Katrina in 2005 and 
the Indian Ocean tsunami in 2004.

The medal is awarded at convenient times as chosen 
by the President each year. Recipients are selected by the 
President on his own initiative, or based on recommenda-
tions.

In 1945, President Harry S. Truman established the 
Medal of Freedom to honor civilian service during World 
War II. President John F. Kennedy revived the medal in 
1963 through an executive order, which gave the medal 
totally different insignia, vastly expanded purpose, and far 
higher prestige.
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Story and layout by
MCSN Michael Smevog
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Looking to the 
Past

Retired Navy Cmdr. Bob Coolbaugh brings his 
replica of a Curtiss Pusher Biplane, the first 
plane to take off from a Navy ship, to the decks 
of USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77).

Photos and layout by MC3 (SW) Nicholas Hall



Sailors and their families celebrated 
Thanksgiving aboard USS GEORGE H.W. BUSH 
(CVN 77) with a traditional dinner, Nov. 25.

Thanksgiving aboard CVN 77
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Photos and layout by MCSN Dustin Good



During the event, hundreds of Sailors had the op-
portunity to participate in the live broadcast. In a live 
interview with the carrier’s island in the background, 
Commanding Officer Capt. Chip Miller gave all the 
credit to his crew.

“The most impressive thing about the ship and 
team is these guys right behind me,” said Miller. 

Several Sailors had the chance to help First Take 
analysts Derrick Brooks and Jon Richie demonstrate 
how the Steelers and Bengals might play in their 
game during a Monday Night Football demo on a 
mock-gridiron setup on the flight deck.

“I enjoyed being a part of this history of this ship,” 
said Yeoman 3rd Class Thomas Moffit. “It was an 
amazing time and I am very grateful for being allowed 
to participate.” 

In preparation for the broadcast, a production 
team from ESPN flew out to the ship during a recent 
underway to get footage of the carrier and crew in 
action. In addition, ESPN filmed duty section per-
sonnel watching Sunday night football on the ship. 

USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77) hosted a 
live broadcast of ESPN2’s First Take on the 
ship’s flight deck, Nov. 8.

ESPN First Take broadcasted from the Navy’s new-
est aircraft carrier as part of their week-long Salute 
to America’s Heroes, said Dana Jacobson, ESPN First 
Take host.

“The one thing that really steps out, for all of us, 
is the discipline that all of these men and women 
have and how focused they are, and every person on 
this ship has such a specific job,” said Jay Crawford, 
ESPN First Take host.

The two-hour broadcast was the culmination of 
weeks of work by the entire crew. The ship’s Supply 
Department coordinated the crane onload of ESPN’s 
equipment, with Air and Engineering Departments 
running the ship’s aircraft elevators and Aircraft In-
termediate Maintenance Department running fork-
lifts to move the gear around the ship’s hangar bay 
and flight deck. Combat Systems Department pro-
vided communications support for the broadcast, 
and the Operations Department provided security.
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               broadcasts live 
from              ’s flight deck
Story and layout by MC3 Sandi Grimnes

The hosts of ESPN2’s First Take TV show conduct a question and answer session with Sailors on the flight deck of USS George H.W. Bush 
(CVN 77), Nov 8.  First Take broadcasted live from the flight deck of George H.W. Bush during a salute to America’s Heroes.  

Photo by MC3 (SW) Nicholas Hall

Sailors from USS GEORGE H.W. BUSH (CVN 77) at-
tended the Diabetes Center Halloween Candy Exchange 
at the Children’s Hospital of The King’s Daughters in 

Norfolk, Nov. 1.
Dr. Marta Satin-Smith, Division of Endocrinology at the 

hospital, explained that diabetic children who receive care at 
the hospital brought their Halloween candy to the hospital to 
give to the Sailors. In return, the 39 children received gift cards 
to Wal-Mart, which were supported by donations given directly 
to the hospital’s Diabetes program over the past year.

Satin-Smith said in recent years the candy was given to 
medical students, but this year they wanted to do something 
different with it. Now that there is such a large amount, it is 
too much to send to troops in Iraq like was done two years 
ago, she said.

“Since the haul has gotten bigger, over 150 
lbs. this year, we decided to find a better 
place to give the candy,” said Satin-Smith.

Satin-Smith contacted a for- mer co-worker, 
Mrs. Ellen Miller, wife of GEORGE H.W. BUSH Command-
ing Officer Capt. Chip Miller, to set up the candy exchange 
party.

Lt. Kelly G. Koren, Family Physician aboard GEORGE 
H.W. BUSH, explained that the party not only allowed for op-
portunity for the kids to get together with each other, win priz-
es, and receive sugar-free candy, but was also a way to disperse 
the candy that would otherwise hurt the 
diabetic children.

“We were very much honored 
that the kids wanted to share 
their candy with us. It’s 

so nice,” Koren said. “We wanted to be there to support them. 
Also, it was a great opportunity to share with them a little bit 
about the ship and what we do.”

Koren also said that parties like this one may allow the chil-
dren to feel more comfortable at the hospital during their future 
visits.

“Unfortunately, if you’re a child living with diabetes, fre-
quent visits to the hospital are a part of life,” Koren said. “I 
think the other nice thing about having that party was, it’s an 
opportunity for them to see the hospital as a happy place.”

Satin-Smith said she enjoyed 
watching a child look through 

the packet of photos of the ship 
that was given to him and showing 

them to his father. Satin-Smith said 
she hopes to continue having GEORGE H.W. BUSH Sailors 
participate in the event as long as possible.

“Having the Sailors here was wonderful. It gave the kids an 
opportunity to see who the candy was going to, while provid-
ing them with role models to look up to,” she said.

Koren explained that much 
of the candy was brought to 
the ship and set out on the 
mess decks for the crew to 
enjoy the next day. Koren 
said that the rest was used 
at the CVN 77 Children’s 

Holiday Party.

GHWB Sailors get sweet surprise

Lt. Bradley E. Johnson, of USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77) 
Health Services Department, competes in a game of limbo with chil-
dren during the Diabetes Center Halloween Candy Exchange at the 
Children’s Hospital of The King’s Daughters, Nov. 1.

Capt. Chip Miller, USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77) Command-
ing Officer, passes out photos of the ship and talks with families dur-
ing the Diabetes Center Halloween Candy Exchange at the Children’s 
Hospital of The King’s Daughters, Nov. 1.
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Story, layout and photos by MCSN Michael Smevog



Fleet and Family Support Center 
December 2010 Calendar

T o  R e g i s t e r ,  c o n t a c t :  F F S C  O c e a n a :  4 4 3 - 2 9 2 3 ,   F F S C  N o r f o l k :  4 4 4 - 2 1 0 2 ,  
F F S C  Y o r k t o w n :  8 8 7 - 4 6 0 6 ,   F F S C  N o r t h w e s t :  4 2 1 - 8 7 7 0 ,  F F S C  L i t t l e  C r e e k :  4 6 2 - 7 5 6 3 , 
F F S C  N e w p o r t  N e w s :  6 8 8 - 6 2 8 9  o r  r e g i s t e r  o n l i n e  a t  w w w . c n i c . n a v y . m i l

1 2 3

6 7 8 9 10

13 14 15 16 17

20 21 22 23 24

27 28 29 30 31

M o n d a y Tu e s d a y W e d n e s d a y T h u r s d a y F r i d a y

Dads and Disipline
Norfolk
9 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

Million Dollar Sailor
Norfolk
8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Operation Prepare
Yorktown
9 a.m.-11 a.m.

IA Deployment 
Readiness Brief
Norfolk
9 a.m.-11 a.m.

Family Readiness Group 
Leadership
Yorktown
6:30 p.m.-9 p.m.

Building Healthy 
Relationships
Norfolk
6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

VA Disability Benefits 
Review
Oceana
7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

Car Buying 
Strategies
Norfolk
1 p.m.-2:30 p.m.

Building Effective 
Anger Management 
Skills
Norfolk
9 a.m.-11 a.m.

VA Disability Benefits 
Review
Oceana
7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

Million Dollar Sailor
Norfolk
8 a.m.-4 p.m.

IA Deployment 
Readiness Brief
Yorktown
9 a.m.-11 a.m.

Stress Management
Yorktown
8 a.m.-noon

Ombudsman Basic Training
Oceana
(Fri-Sun)
8:30 a.m-4 p.m.

Christmas Eve

Stress Management
Yorktown
8 a.m.-noon

New Years Eve


