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First Classes lend helping hands TR Sailors ride on the open road
FCPOA purchase basic clothing for homeless TR Motorcycle group to form in September
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July 29 Rough Rider of the Week : MMEN Johnson

By MCSA John Kotara

his week’s Rough Rider of
the week is from USS The-
odore Roosevelt’s (CVN

71) Engineering Department. Ma-
chinist’s Mate Fireman Benjamin

Johnson III is from Jersey City, NJ.

Johnson enlisted in the U.S.
Navy July 13, 2010 and has been
onboard the mighty “Big Stick”
since December 5, 2010. Since
arriving to TR, Johnson has proven
himself a very dependable Sailor
to the Engineering Department.

“Johnson is a motivated and
reliable Sailor who continues to
outperform his peers,” said Ma-
chinist’s Mate 1st Class (SW/AW)
Alexander Myers. “He symbolizes
the Navy’s core values of Honor,
Courage, and commitment and for
this he deserves his spot as Rough
Rider of the Week.”

Myers said Johnson has adapt-
ed to the demands of the refueling
complex overhaul environment
and flawlessly executes his work
center’s maintenance without
supervision and with no rework.
Johnson’s task included the over-
haul of five air conditioner chill
water pumps.

“Through his efforts Johnson
completed 402 tasks enabling
TR to meet the Air Conditioning
Aft key event three days ahead of
schedule,” said Myers.

Johnson feels he was selected
due to his great work ethic.

“I believe in getting the job
done right the first time,” said

Johnson.

In his off duty time, Johnson
loves to do community service.
He is in the Big Brother program
located at the YMCA in Hamp-
ton. Johnson also spends his time
studying so he may better prepare
himself for all shipboard related
material.

“My personal goal is to be-
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come a 2nd class petty officer in
three years or less,” said Johnson.

While Johnson admits he does
not know if he is going to make
the Navy a career, he certainly is
setting himself up for success.

Whether Johnson chooses to
stay in the Navy or not, he has
made his presence known through-
out the Engineering Department.



TR haskethall team wins back-to-hack championships

Story & Photos By MCSA John Kotara

The USS Theodore Roosevelt tion Boatswain’s Mate

(CVN 71) basketball team (Equipment)1st Class (AW/

won the Afloat Basketball SW) Marcus J. Steward, the
League tournament championship for =~ Rough Rider coach. “We
the second year in a row at Naval Sta-  know we represent TR and

tion Norfolk, July 27. nothing but the best is ex-
Teams from all naval bases and pected from the players and
ships are allowed to participate, and myself.”
the league even allows multiple teams Throughout the game,
from the same command to par- the team did not disappoint.
ticipate. This year the championship From the opening tip
game came down to the TR Rough of the game, the Rough
Riders and USS Harry S. Truman Riders were on top. Even
(CVN 75). though they were doing well
“This game was a rematch from offensively, TR members
last year, we played this same team were focusing more on the
for the championship and won again,”  defense side of tactics.
said Personnel Specialist 3rd Class “We need a strong
Jovann Johnson. defense because offense
This year’s statistics proved how ~ wins games, but defense
well the Rough Riders were doing. wins championships,” said
The team played a total of 11 games, Johnson.
finishing with a 9-2 record. Winning the game with
“We knew what was at stake,” a score of 62 to 59, the
said Yeoman 2nd Class (SW/AW) Rough Riders are once again
Terence W. Richardson, the game’s the champions for the year.
most valuable player. “We took the Looking to next season they
championship last year and knew can only hope to do just as
what we had to do the same this well.
year.” “This year was a repeat
Even with a second consecutive of last year,” said Steward,
championship on the line, members “Next year we are going for
of the team and also the coach were a three-peat.”
very humble.

When asked what it would take to
win the game, Richardson had three
things to say, “Hard work, dedica-
tion and sacrifice are what we have to
have to win.”

By hard work Richardson meant
ot quitting and giving everything you
have. To him dedication meant being
committed, and sacrifice meant hav-
ing to take fouls, or make fouls when
needed.

The team also showed their
humility in the way they treated their
opponents.

“We have 100% mandatory
sportsmanship here,” said Avia-

Left: Aviation Boatswain s Mate (Equipment) 1st Class
(AW/SW) Marcus J. Steward, TR'S coach holds the cham-
pionship trophy.

Top: Aviation Ordnanceman 3rd Class James Westbrook
shoots a jump shot.

Bottom: TR Rough Rider basketball team poses after they
win their second consecutive championship.
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TR donates clothing to Norfolk Uni

Story & Photos By MC3 Christopher Church

SS Theodore Roosevelt’s (CVN 71) First Class

Petty Officer Association (FCPOA) donated 224

pairs of socks and undergarments to the Union
Mission Ministries in Norfolk, Va. July 25 to help those in
need.

Five Sailors from TR’s FCPOA purchased supplies at
the Navy Exchange on Norfolk Naval Station and supplied
Norfolk’s Union Mission Ministries with enough under-
garments and socks to aid the many people that come the
mission for shelter on a nightly basis .

The FCPOA used money raised through fundraisers
like burrito and pizza sales, car washes and each mem-
ber’s dues to pay for community relations projects, includ-
ing the donation to the Union Mission Ministries.

“This is a simple and overlooked issue. We thought
‘what if the mission runs out of clothes to give out?’” said
Aircrew Survival Equipmentman Ist Class (AW) Jason L.
Etheridge, president of TR’s FCPOA. “There was a lot of
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hard work involved in making this happen. It feels great to
be fortunate enough to give these supplies to the homeless.”

After TR’s FCPOA raises money through fundraisers,
they vote on the community relations projects they would
like to engage in.

“We do events and donations for the needs of the com-
munity,” said Aviation Machinist’s Mate 1st Class (AW/
SW) Daniel A. Green. “A lot of people are out of work
because of the economy. They are just trying to get back
on their feet. We are helping them by providing them with
clean clothes.”

The FCPOA’s donation comes at a time when the heat
is driving an increase of people seeking shelter.

“The Ministries house over 200 people a night,” said
Etheridge. “We like to do community relations projects
like this that make a difference.”

“We have seen an increase in people who are homeless

for the first time,” said Linda Jones, public relations direc-
tor for the Union Mission Ministries. “Giving them socks




is like giving candy to kids. It boosts their morale. We’ve
been blessed by what the Navy and Theodore Roosevelt did
today. This donation makes a great impact on many lives.”

The Union Mission Ministries is a non-profit organiza-
tion that was established in 1892 to reach out to anyone
who needs help. Because the Union doesn’t receive any
government funding, it relies on the donations from others.

The Union Mission Ministries has received donations
from the US Military for years including a donation of fur-
niture by the Navy Lodge for the Ministry’s Men’s Shelter.

The event not only made a difference but it boosted
morale for the Sailors who put in the hard work for this
event.

“This showed us our effort and money was well spent,”
said Personnel Specialist 1st Class (SW/AW) Mark T. John-
son. “It felt great to see their appreciation. It felt wonder-
ful to help them out.”

Opposite page: Aviation Machinist’s Mate 1st Class (AW/SW) Daniel A. Green,

Aircrew Survival Equipmentman st Class (AW) Jason L. Etheridge, Aviation
Ordnanceman Ist Class (AW) Terrence J. Raymond, and Personnel Specialist 1st

Class (SW/AW) Mark T. Johnson deliver underwear and socks to the Union Mission

Ministries in Norfolk, Va. July 25, 2011
Right: Aircrew Survival Equipmentman Ist Class (AW) Jason L. Etheridge, presi-

dent of USS Theodore Roosevelt’s (CVN 71) First Class Petty Officer s Association

(FCPOA), stacks clothes at the register:
Bottom: Aircrew Survival Equipmentman Ist Class (AW) Jason L. Etheridge, and
Aviation Machinist’s Mate st Class(AW/SW) Daniel A. Green unload bags.




The Sailor X-Files: Ep

By Lt. Cmdr. Philip Hamon

resh out of the doors of his
SARP treatment, Sailor X

went out drinking with sev-

eral other TR Sailors in celebration.

After consuming at least six beers,
Sailor X’s memory began to fog.
At the stroke of midnight, his ship-
mates headed home and went their
separate ways, but Sailor X stayed
at the bar alone. Suddenly alcohol-
induced paranoia gripped him,
driving him to panic and flight.

He left the bar on foot. Several
hours later and many miles away,
Sailor X stumbled upon a retire-
ment community. Attempting to
gain the main office’s attention,
Sailor X hurled a large flower pot
through a glass window, shatter-
ing it. Scattered dirt and broken

ceramic littered the facility’s
entranceway. Police were called
to the scene at approximately 0300
and Sailor X was turned over to TR
Security.

Sailor X went to NJP for a Vio-
lation of Article 134 of the UCMJ—
Drunk and Disorderly Conduct.

He was sentenced to Reduction in
Rate, Restriction with Extra Du-
ties for 45 days and Forfeiture of /2
month pay for 1 month.

Atrticle 134 of the UCMIJ cov-
ers lots of different types of mis-
conduct, but there is a common
theme: the misconduct makes the
Navy and Armed Forces look ter-
rible! The key element of Article
134 is that the conduct “was of a
nature to bring discredit upon the
Armed Forces.” Was Sailor X’s

Photo Find by MC3 Sean Hurt
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conduct of such a nature? Do you
think that this retirement commu-

nity may now think a little bit less
of the military, and of the Navy?

Administrative Separation
processing for Alcohol Rehabilita-
tion failure is mandatory. What
other repercussions could Sailor
X potentially face? What if Sailor
X’s shipmates insisted that he leave
with them? What if Sailor X’s
shipmates advised him that going
to the bar to celebrate the comple-
tion of alcohol rehab was a bad
idea? Perhaps this whole situation
could have been avoided. Take
care of your shipmates, even if they
can’t take care of themselves.

Bottom line: Don’t be the next
Sailor X!

PHOTO

FIND

Can you find the 8 out of place items in this

photo?
1. Gun 5. Grenade
2. Soccer ball 6. Ruler
3. Penny 7. Cane
4. Batman 8. TR the Man

USS Theodore Roosevelt’s (CVN 71) Air Department holds an
awards at quarters on the flight deck, July 28.

Photo by MC3 Tyrell Morris



TR motorcycle group emjoys first ride

Story & Photos By MC3 Sean Weir

SS Theodore Roosevelt
(CVN 71) Sailors joined
together for a group mo-

torcycle ride at Huntington Park in
Newport News, Va., July 22.

The group motorcycle ride
was the first of many rides to come

planned by the TR motorcycle group.

The group plans to make its official
start in September after the chief’s
induction. The TR motorcycle group
plans to do at least one group ride a
month for at least nine to ten months
out of the year.

“Rides like this really help boost
camaraderie among Sailors,”
Cmdr. Rodney Norton, TR’s Admin-
istrative Officer.

The riders started at Huntington
Park in Newport News, crossed the
James River Bridge passing through
Smithfield to Surry. The group then

said Lt.

took the ferry from Scotland to
Jamestown and traveled down the
colonial parkway until they ended at
Hoss’s Deli back in Newport News.

“Once the business of chief’s
indoctrination is over, we will have
a big membership push to maximize
participation from the command and
we will have more people to vote on
the governing positions in the group
as well,” said Senior Chief Electron-
ics Technician Christopher Neerhof.

Membership in the TR Motorcy-
cle Group is open to all TR Sailors,
as well as civilians who work on the
TR.

“There is a $5 annual member-
ship fee and a one-time $15 fee for
a TR motorcycle group t-shirt,” said
Aviation Boatswain’s Mate (Equip-
ment) 1st Class (AW/SW) Gerald
Frasl, Air department motorcycle

safety representative. “The mem-
bership fees will go toward tools,
ramps, gas, and other essential items
needed.”

In addition to promoting motor-
cycle safety throughout the com-
mand, the TR motorcycle group will
also participate in community rela-
tions events such as Toys for Tots at
the Children’s Hospital of the King’s
Daughters.

“There’s nothing like seeing the
children’s faces light up when you
drive by on your motorcycle and toss
them some gifts,” said Norton.

Anyone interested in joining the
TR motorcycle group or just learning
more about proper motorcycle safety
should contact their departmental
motorcycle safety representative.

USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71) Sailors participate in a
motorcycle ride, July 22.
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Photo of the Week

Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics Frank Kendall visits the USS Theodore

-

Roosevelt (CVN 71) for a tour to view the ship s progression through Refueling Complex Overhaul (RCOH), July 26.

Heat Stress Care

Photo by MC3 Tyrell Morris
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