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Rough Rider of the Week: IT2 (SW) Lopez

By MCSA Andrew Sulayao

his week’s USS Theo-
I dore Roosevelt (CVN 71)
Rough Rider of the Week
is Information Systems Techni-
cian 2nd Class (SW) Aubrey
Lopez from Combat Systems
Department.

A native of Stockton, Calif.,
Lopez joined the Navy in Feb.
2007 and has been a part of the
TR team since Oct. 2010.

According to Information Sys-
tems Technician 1st Class (SW)
Lativia Darbone, her work center
supervisor, Lopez was chosen as
Rough Rider of the Week because
of her hard work and dedication
to her duties.

“Lopez works diligently and
never complains, no matter how
irrelevant or insignificant the
job may seem,” said Darbone.
“She tackles all assignments with
vigor. She is, without a doubt,
one of my best Sailors.”

Lopez appreciates that her
leadership acknowledges her
work ethic and feels privileged to
be chosen as Rough Rider of the
Week.

“It’s a great honor to be
Rough Rider of the Week,” said
Lopez. “I feel like my chain of
command recognizes the job that
I do. It’s motivating.”

As a network security techni-

cian, Lopez has assisted in docu-y..

menting and processing more

than 500 Information Assurance :

Awareness and Personally Iden
tifiable Information Certific
for TR personnel. Addi
she provided training
Security’s Trigeo and
Reporting systems w
unwanted potential

v

ship’s network.

“My favorite part of work-
ing is the challenge,” said Lopez.
“This job is fast paced and it is
rewarding.”

Lopez not only works hard for
the present, but for the future as
well.

“My goal is to ob-
tain the rank of master
chief,” said Lopez. “It
is also my desire to
pursue a degree in
satellite communi-
cations.”

In receiving
the recognition
of Rider of .
the Week, Do
Lopez JOSoR

) F“ 2%
-
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believes her hard work has paid
off.

“Sometimes the challenges
that seem the most difficult, end
up being the most rewarding,”
said Lopez. “I [always try to]
stick to it and not give up.”

When she is not at work, Lo-
pez enjoys reading, exer-
‘ cising, traveling and
N\ learning about new
cultures.



Two Sailors’ quick thinking prevents a disaster

By MC3 Sandra Pimentel

uring its three-year Refueling
DComplex and Overhaul USS

Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71)
Sailors will spend their days refurbishing
the ship, working on qualifications, and
participating in training
drills to get the ship ready
to return to the fleet. It is
in these drills that prac-
tice can eventually make
perfect.

Atroughly 4 am.,
June 17, a fire started
near the pipe shop. On
duty were Hull Techni-
cian 2nd Class (SW)
David Jennings and Hull
Technician 3rd Class
Joshua Lonas. The two
were the first to respond
and fight the fire.

“We were sitting in the
office and were told that
there was smoke coming
from a space,” said Jen-
nings. “At first [ thought
the smoke was coming
from the hanger bay, but
it turned out that it was
coming from a space
behind us.”

Sparks from a welding
shipyard worker in the
space above the Sailors
had ignited a roll of fire
resistant paper. Quickly
the fire had grown big
enough to envelop the
space with black smoke.

As a member of the Import Emergen-
cy Team, Lonas’s training on fire combat
compelled him to quickly grab a CO2
bottle in an effort to extinguish the fire.
Jennings, who had donned an SCBA,
had returned to the space. Thinking
quickly he borrowed a flash light from
a shipyard worker to view the space

through the smoke to determine what
kind of fire was present. Once informed,
Lonas passed on to Damage Control
central that a fire was present and that
first responders were on scene. When it

Photo illustration by MC3 Sandra Pimentel

was determined the fire was not out, Jen-
nings realized the only way to smother
the fire was to jettison it through a port
hole in the space.

“The fire could have been sig-
nificantly worse,” said Lt. j.g. Charles
Davenport, TR’s Electrical Officer. “Just
outside the space were eight to ten full
bottles of acetylene that could have been
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a huge hazard if the fire had been able
to reach them. Our Sailors’ quick and
effective response ensured the fire was
contained.”

Once the fire was contained and a
walk through was per-
formed, and gear was
stowed, another duty day
had come and gone.

“I went to duty section
turn-over just like any
other day,” said Lonas.
“That’s when I was told
that I had to go and speak
to the Captain.”

Lonas and Jennings
were sent before the
ship’s commanding of-
ficer to explain the events
that unfolded. As infor-
mation was passed and all
questions answered, the
two Sailors were awarded
the Navy and Marine
Corps Achievement
Medal for their quick re-
sponse in the containment
of the fire.

“Both Sailors were
exceptional,” said Hull
Technician 1st Class
(SW) Joshua Mullen,
leading petty officer of
Repair division. “Not
only did they go by the
book, but they overcame
and adapted to a reflash
by jettison. I could not
be more pleased with their response and
efforts.”

“When they noticed smoke, the two
Sailors fell back on their training and did
everything needed to protect their ship,”
added Davenport. “This event simply
reinforces the importance of remaining
vigilant and taking damage control drills
and training seriously.”



Former SECNAV and TR Sponr Visi hip

Story and photos By MC3 Tyrell Morris

ormer Secretary of the
F Navy, John F. Lehman

and his wife Barbara, USS
Theodore Roosevelt’s (CVN 71)
sponsor, visited TR for a tour June
21 during its refueling complex
overhaul (RCOH) in Newport
News, Va.
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ehman was appointed Secretary of
the Navy by President Reagan in
1981 and served until 1987.

“It’s great to be back on the TR,” said
Lehman. “TR was the first ship [ named
when I was Secretary of the Navy and the
first contract I negotiated with Newport
News.”

In addition to serving as Secretary
of the Navy, Lehman, a 25-year reserv-
ist, was assigned to VA-36, a squadron
that was a member of the USS Theodore
Roosevelt Carrier Strike Group. Barbara
Lehman, who is TR’s sponsor, christened

the ship in 1985. Their son who was also

“This ship has always been a part of ally,” said Capt. Billy Hart, TR’s commanding

USS Theodore Roosevelt’s (CVN 71) Executive Officer Capt. Douglas Verissimo speaks
with former Secretary of the Navy, John F. Lehman during a tour of the ship, June 21.

my family’s lives and I look forward to officer. “Secretary and Barbara Lehman look
coming back onboard when the ship is forward to re-establishing a bond with TR and
underway again,” said Lehman. her Crew as we complete refueling and com-

While aboard, the Lehmans toured the plex overhaul.”
ship and took note of the
ship’s progress during
its RCOH. They met and
conversed with the ship’s
crew before having lunch
with the commanding
officer, executive offi-
cer and command master
chief.

“When you’re in the
yard you have the least
glamorous part of ship
life but it is the most
necessary part,” said Leh-
man.

“The Honorable John
Lehman and Mrs. Bar-

bara Lehman’s visit, as : L | P

the ori g inal shi p ’S's pon- Former Secretary of the Navy, John F. Lehman and his wife Barbara, USS Theodore Roosevelt’s (CVN 71) sponsor, walk
. 1 1 h l f with Capt. William Hart, TR's commanding officeraboard TR for a tour, June 21 during its refueling complex overhaul in
Sor, wi €lp us re-1rocus Newport News, Va.
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IR celebrates Hospital Corpsman 113th birthday

By MCSN Cory Asato
SS Theodore Roosevelt’s  individually
(CVN 71) Medical and to each of the
Dental Departments Sailors at the
observed the 113th Hospital event.
Corpsman Birthday June 17. “I’ve been

The ceremony consisted of
a luncheon, followed by a guest
speech by Force Master Chief
Hospital Corpsman (SW/AW)
Kenneth Fulson, Force Hospital
Corpsman NAVAIRLANT, and a
cake cutting ceremony.

The cake cutting ceremony
followed the tradition of having
the oldest and youngest service

serving as a
corpsman for
over 23 years,”
said Fulson. “I’'m
honored to be
able to engage
with my fellow
corpsmen here in
remembrance of
those who served

Chief Hospital Corpsman (SW/AW) Dawn R. McElderry, who holds
more than 19 years in the Navy, and Hospital Corpsman Seaman AJ

members in attendance cut the before us and glad Nicholas, who has less than one year in the service, cut the cake at the
. . 113th Hospital Corpsman 113th birthday celebration June 17.
cake. Chief Hospital Corpsman to see what these
. Photo by MCSN Cory Asato
(SW/AW) Dawn R. McElderry, Sailors from TR

holding more than 19 years of feel about our community.” critical part of naval history and

service, and Hospital Corpsman

Seaman AJ Nicholas, with less than

one year of service cut the cake.

Nicholas, being new in to the
Navy, reflected on what it means
to celebrate the corpsman 113th

support of everyday mission
readiness throughout the Navy,”
said Nicholas. “I became a

Fulson gave a speech to TR’s
corpsmen and took time to talk

birthday.
“Hospital Corpsmen are a

PHOTO
FIND

Can you find the 8 out of place items in this
photo?

corpsman in the Navy to help
people.”

1. Basketball 2. Soccer Ball 3. Batman
4. A Penny 5. Ruler
6. Nail 7. Dirk Nowitzki 8. TR the Man

Aviation Ordnanceman Airman James Edington cooks hamburgers
over a flame at the TR Grill.

Photo by MC3 Tyrell Morris

Photo Find by MC3 Sean Hurt
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TR’s Rough Riders take 2nd in Naval Station Norfolk Intramural soccer tournament

By MC3 Sean Hurt
SS Theodore Roosevelt’s place, losing 4-3 in the finals

(CVN 71) soccer team to Old Domiion University’s
finished the Naval Station Naval Reserve Officer Training
Norfolk Intramural Soccer Corps.
Tournament playoffs in second The team fought hard

throughout the game, but it
wasn’t enough to bring home
the 2011 title.

“We didn’t take them
seriously enough,” said
Personnel Specialist 3rd Class
Eugene Obiri. “We already
beat them before and didn’t
play as hard as we did in the

semifinals.” Chief Gunner’s Mate Jose Fernandez attempts to stop

B : an opposing player from Old Dominion University's
TR’s soccer team is hardly Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps during the

discouraged and is already Naval Station Norfolk Intramural Soccer Tournament
: Championship Game June 18.

looking forward to the 2012 Photo by MC3 Seen Hut

season.

“We’re looking forward to This is the first time since 2006
getting some new faces in next that TR’s team has not won the
year,” said Aviation Boatswain’s championship game. Coming into

Aviation Boaiswain’s Mate (Handling) Mate (Handling) 2nd Class the championship game, they were

Airman Pierre Cuenca-Sanchez jumps for . . , . . . ? .

a header during the Naval Station Norfolk Christopher Brown. “We’re going to  in first place in the league, having

g’;l’;"g;‘r’n‘g 5;;;78“””“’”@”’ Champion- have to start practicing earlier than  the best regular season record of 13
PhotobyMc3seantut.  we did this year” wins and only one loss.

Boatswain's Mate
2nd Class Bruno
Domaral attempts
to move the ball
past an oppos-

ing player from
Old Dominion
University s Naval
Reserve Officer
Training Corps
during the Naval
Station Norfolk
Intramural Soccer
Tournament Cham-
pionship Game
June 18.

Photo by MC3 Sean Hurt

Page 7



Photo of the Week

Interior Communications Electrician 2nd Class (SW/AW) Erica Tapia talks to her shipmates after reen-

listing at the Mariner s Museum in Newport News, Va., June 16.
Photo by MC3 Corey Hixson
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The Rough Rider is an
authorized publication
for the crew of USS
Theodore Roosevelt
(CVN 71).

Contents herein are not
necessarily the views
of, or endorsed by,
the U.S. government,
Department of Defense,
Department of the Navy
or the Commanding
Officer of TR.

All items for
publication in the The
Rough Rider must be
submitted to the editor
no later than three days

prior to publication.



