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Wo r k i n g  t e m p o r a r y 
assigned duty (TAD) for 
Supply Department on 

the Mess Decks and around the ship 
is an experience most junior Sailors 
get at their first sea duty command, 
and it is no different aboard Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower (CVN 69) (IKE). 

The time these Sailors spend as 
Food Service Attendants  (FSAs) , 
usually four months, can be trying. 
They work long hours out of their 
rate.

Senior Chief Logistics Specialist 
Christopher Wood, leading chief petty 
officer of Supply Department’s S-2M 
Division, said FSAs are responsible 
for many different aspects of food 
service operations.

“We cur ren t ly  have  125  FSAs 
who do everything from breaking 
out the boxes of food out of storage 
to augmenting the man power in the 
galleys for food preparation,” said 
Wood. “The most visible FSAs are out 
on the mess decks working in the bays 
sweeping, swabbing, and maintaining 
the condiments.”

Wood said the FSAs who work 
in the sculleries taking and washing 
dishes are some of the more unsung 
workers of food service operations.

“The scullery workers and trash 
workers are kind of the men behind 
the curtain,” said Wood. “They are 
behind the scenes, but they play an 
important role.”

For their uniform of the day, Wood 
said FSAs wear either a blue T-shirt or, 

Story by MC3 (SW/AW) Mack Jamieson
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The Unsung Heroes of Food Service
if they are supervisors, a grey T-shirt.

“Grey shirts are there for leadership 
and direction of the blue shirt employees 
as well as to assist customers with 
information,” said Wood. “Anyone 
who is TAD as an FSA is capable of 
being a grey shirt, but it takes someone 
who is motivated and a team player to 
earn that grey shirt.”

Aviation Boatswain’s Mate (Fuels) 
Airman Lindsay Morgan, who has been 
a Bay 2 FSA for two months, said the 
job can be tedious, but working around 
people from different rates and meeting 
new people is an advantage of working 
as an FSA.

“It is great getting to meet different 
people and network with different 
depar tments  and  d iv i s ions ,”  sa id 
Morgan. “I have just  viewed it  as 
an opportunity to learn more about 
other rates and life on the ship, in 
general.”

“I’ve had a lot of fun,” said Morgan. 
“We  l augh  and  joke  a round .  We 
work hard, but it  has been a good 
experience.”

Working hard, said Wood, is exactly 
what  al l  his  FSAs do,  and that  is 
something Sailors should remember 
when they go to the mess decks. 

“These guys do a lot of hard work, 
day in and day out, seven days a week,” 
said Wood. “Day and night  check 
both work seven days a week, with no 
holiday routine. The repetitiveness of 
this job can be daunting for someone 
who didn’t sign up to work in food 
service, but they come to work every 
day and do a great job. They don’t 
always get a lot of thanks, but they 
always do their job, and they deserve 
a lot of credit for that.”

Aviation Structural Mechanic Airman Jennifer Hargat from the “Nightdippers” 
of HS-5 wipes a table in Bay 2 as part of her duties as an FSA. (Photo by MC3 
(SW/AW) Mack Jamieson) 

Aviation Ordnanceman Airman Chris Chapman from Weapon’s G-2 Division 
breaks down boxes as part of his temporary assigned duties as a food 
service attendant (FSA). (Photo by MC3 (SW/AW) Mack Jamieson) 

Aboard IKE

Aviation Structural Mechanic (Equipment) 2nd Class Stephen Bessette installs a 
wire harness on a replacement canopy for an F/A-18E Super Hornet from the “Pukin 
Dogs” of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 143 aboard IKE. (Photo by MC3 (SW/AW) 
Bradley Evans)
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THURSDAY’S IKE MOVIE SCHEDULE

Breakfast-for-Dinner 
Thursday

“Breakfast for Dinner” 
will be offered every 
Thursday night during 
normal dinner hours on 
the starboard side of the 

aft mess decks.

Supply Department is pleased to offer the opportunity to purchase 
French and Italian wines at local prices from a reputable vendor with 
years of experience working with the Navy. Whether you prefer reds, 
whites or pinks, there are 125 different selections to choose from. 
Prices range from $7.50 to $78.00. Extra virgin olive oil from Italy is 
available as well for $10.00.

Where: Bay 2- Aft Mess Decks
When: June 25-28, 1200-1500 & 1900-2200
How: Navy Cash payments are due at time of order; buyer has to be 

21 or older. Bottles are bought in cases of six and mixing of varieties 
is authorized. There is a 24 bottle limit per buyer. All wine not picked 
up by 1600, Sept 2 will be thrown away.

CCSG-8, CVW-7, CDS-28 and IKE will be able to pick up their 
purchases while walking off the ship in Norfolk. Squadrons will distribute 
wine in their hangars or locations selected by the squadrons.

Attention Wine Aficionados:


