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Eisenhower Celebrates 112th Hospital Corps Birthday
USS Dwight D. Eisenhower’s (CVN 69) (IKE) Health 

Services Department celebrated the 112th birthday of the 
Navy’s Hospital Corps June 18 with a cake cutting cer-
emony.

 The Navy Hospital Corps was officially established by 
Congress and President McKinley on June 17, 1898, during 
the Spanish-American War, but Chief Hospital Corpsman 
Timothy Fabrizi, the celebration’s master of ceremonies, 
explained that the recognition for the need of medical per-
sonnel to care for the sick and injured was seen more than 
200 years ago.

“It was 211 years ago that Congress recognized that 
the Navy needed to care for the sick and injured and made 
provisions to assign surgeons to Navy vessels,” said Fabrizi. 
“Approximately 15 years later, the Navy officially named 
these individuals Surgeon’s Mate, and in 1843, that position 
became known as the Surgeon’s Stewart. Twenty years later 
the Navy started allowing the deployment of male nurses; 
in 1866, they added the requirement for pharmacists. Today, 
the community boasts more than 25,000 Sailors serving 
worldwide.

In a birthday message, Master Chief Petty Officer of 
the Navy (MCPON) Rick West said that the “proud tradi-
tions and battlefield tenacity” that hospital corpsmen have 
been praised for throughout the years is “evident in today’s 
corpsman who defend freedom and our way of life at home 
or on foreign shores.”

IKE’s Commanding Officer, Capt. Dee L. Mewbourne, 
echoed the MCPON’s thoughts.

“I think it’s great that we celebrate the rate of Hospital 
Corpsman. They often give selflessly and put themselves 

in danger to help a fellow service member,” 
he said. “The thing that always struck me 
about the Corpsman rating is the unbeliev-
able dedication they have. They are always 
there when needed. I think anyone who has 
that much respect for their fellow man should 
be admired.”

Master Chief Hospital Corpsman Theo-
philus Marsh, leading chief petty officer 
of Health Services, has served 22 years as 
a Hospital Corpsman and encouraged his 
fellow shipmates to be proud of their rate 
and instill that pride in the generations to 
come.

It is important to share the experience, 
said Marsh. “There are future leaders on 
IKE, and it is important to pass on what you 
learn to junior Sailors.” 

IKE’s Senior Medical Officer Cmdr. Jea-
nette Shimkus, a prior enlisted Corpsman, 
said hopes the ceremony will remind others 
of the proud legacy of the rating.

“Today is a very special day for me. Being 
a prior enlisted Corpsman makes me proud,” 
said Shimkus. “We have come from a long 
line of serving our fellow man from the ship 
to the battlefield.”

The legacy of the Hospital Corps is rich 
with sacrifice and honor in peace time and 
during times of war. From hospitals and 
clinics at home to distant battlefields, Navy 
corpsmen have served our great nation with 
the utmost courage and professionalism.

By MC3 Ridge Leoni
5 Star Staff Writer

Master Chief Hospital Corpsman Theophilus Marsh (left), Hospital 
Corpsman Matthew Kerr and Commanding Officer Capt. Dee L. Mew-
bourne gathered with personnel in Health Services Department to take 
part in a ceremony honoring the Navy Hospital Corps’ 112th birthday. 
(Photo by MC3 Ridge Leoni)

While approximately 4,500 Sailors aboard 
Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower (CVN 69) (IKE) left their families 
to serve their country, at least one father has part 
of his family with him.

Chief Aviation Structural Mechanic Aaron 
Perkins, leading chief petty officer for the 
“Rampagers” Line Division of Strike Fighter 
Squadron (VFA) 83, and his son, Aviation 
Support Equipment Technician Airman Mark 
Perkins, from IKE’s Aircraft Intermediate 
Maintenance Department, IM-4 Divison, are 
both currently assigned aboard the carrier on 
its 2010 deployment.

The elder Perkins was also assigned to IKE 
during her 2009 deployment, when his son 
made a decision to join enter the service.

“I had a few discussions with my dad about 
it, and his perspective as a chief who came up 
through the ranks was very helpful,” said Mark. 
“I also received a hand-written letter from him 
during the first weeks of boot camp, and that 
made it a lot easier.”

When his son completed his training at  
Great Lakes, his father was there in uniform to 
show his support.

“I had the opportunity to attend his gradu-
ation from boot camp last October and spend 

a week with him at Christmas, before IKE 
deployed,” said Chief Perkins.

With his experience in the Navy, Chief Per-
kins said he was in a position to offer guidance 
if his son needed it, but also recognized his son 
was making his own path as he decided to join 
and was assigned to serve alongside his father.

“He was given a few choices for orders after 
he graduated from A-school,” said the elder 
Perkins. “He knew I was attached to the air wing 
aboard IKE, and decided to come here.”

When his son flew out to the ship as it pre-
pared to pull into Dubai in April, Chief Perkins 
was ready to meet him.

“I was tracking his progress and expected 
arrival time, and met him in the ATO (Air 
Transfer Office) Shack when he came aboard,” 
said Perkins.

Perkins said his wife made the observation 
that it was special to see the torch passed from 
one generation to the next.

“My wife likes to point out that this could 
possibly be my last cruise and it’s my son’s first 
deployment as he starts his career in the Navy, 
so she thinks it is neat that we are both out here 
serving together,” said Perkins.

Though his son works a night shift and he 
works during the day, the elder Perkins said they 
still make it a point to keep in touch, commu-
nicating through the ship’s e-mail and meeting 

up every few days.  He also said crewmen are 
always telling him when they run across his 
son.

“Every day, people come up to me and say 
‘Hey, I saw your son today,” said Perkins. “It’s 
kind of strange, but even on a carrier, the ship 
isn’t too big to keep you from crossing paths 
with someone on a regular basis.”

The junior Perkins also said serving on the 
same ship as his father has its benefits.

When IKE returns home this summer, the 
elder Perkins will fly off with the air wing, 
while his son rides with ship’s company back 
to Norfolk.  

But for now, the junior Perkins is reaping 
the benefits of serving on the same ship as his 
Father

“Having my dad aboard has made it a lot 
better experience, and it has been great to have 
family here with me,” said Perkins.

Father, Son Make True “5 Star” Family Aboard IKE
By MC3 Nathan Parde
5 Star Staff Writer

Father and son represent two generations of Sailors who have the opportunity to share  their 
service to their country aboard one great ship. (Photo by MC3 Nathan Parde)
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THURSDAY’S IKE MOVIE SCHEDULE

Ha�y Bi�hday!
The IKE Birthday meal for the month of 

June will be held on Wednesday, June 23 
at 5:45 p.m. in the First Class Mess.

Signups will be taken in the S-2 
Administration/Training Office, located 

at 2-175-5-Q until 6 p.m. on June 22. ID 
card is required to sign up. Points of 
contact are CS1 Oldham, CS3 Bates 

and CS3 Harris, at J-6740/6707.

June’s Leadership Development Committee Essay Contest
Topic: Describe an instance where you were forced to choose between a convenient lie and telling the 

truth. Did it prove more beneficial to tell the truth and show integrity or tell the lie?  Why or why not?

                                                  

Limit: 500 words maximum             Due by: 20 June 2010                 Submit to: XO’s Admin

Prizes:    1st Place (96 hr special liberty)
 2nd Place (48 hr special liberty)
 3rd Place (24 hr special liberty)

2010 Tiger Cruise
$50 Registration Fee

Sign Up Deadline: 19 Jun 2010

Ticket Will Be On Sale: Jun 21-26, 2010
On the Aft Mess Decks, Behind the Scullery

Time: 0900 - 2100
*Must Use Navy Cash Card

July 26- Mayport Pick Up

SUPPPLY  165
ENGINEERING  153
VAQ-140  128
WEAPONS  73
AIR   61
VFA-83   50
COMBAT SYSYEMS 48
OPERATIONS  21
HEALTH SERVICES   20
AIMD    12
MEDIA    4
VFA-131   1

Current Captain’s
Cup Standings

Breakfast-for- 
Dinner Thursday

“Breakfast for Dinner” 
will be offered every 
Thursday night during 
normal dinner hours on 
the starboard side of the 

aft mess decks.

Today


