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Sailors Briefed Balanced Budgets

By MC3 (SW/AW) Mack Jamieson
5 Star Staff Writer

ith the end of a
long deployment
approaching, many

Sailors aboard Nimitz-class aircraft
carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower
(CVN 69) (IKE) are thinking about
making major purchases, but educators
from Fleet and Family Support Center
of Naval Station Oceana (FFSC) say
Sailors should think twice.

FFSC volunteer Tony Hoffman
conducts a Financial Management
brief for Sailors, offering advice on
major financial moves as well as
pitfalls Sailors sometimes fall into.

“I want Sailors who attend this
brief to understand that financial
management is about planning and
spending money wisely, not total self-
denial,” said Hoffman. “I want them
to go home and say to themselves,
“How can I spend some of this
money,” not “How can I spend this
money.”

Sailors also need to understand
they have a large bull’s-eye on their
back as soon as they return home,
said Hoffman.

“The businesses and predatory
lenders back at home are just
waiting to take your cash,” said
Hoffman. “The payday loan places,
the title loan places, they are all
there back at home hoping for
business from IKE Sailors.”

Information Systems Technician
2nd Class Brook Skinner said she was
glad to hear the information being
delivered by someone who enjoyed
what they were doing.

“This information is stuff that you
need to know,” said Skinner. “I wish
I had received a brief like this when
I was just starting out. I think it was
well worth my time.”

Hoffman said young Sailors were

exactly who he most wants to reach
with these briefs.

“Young Sailors need to know the
things we talk about in these briefs,”
said Hoffman. “They are getting paid
substantially for the first time, and
they are also looking to make major
purchases for the first time. My hope
is that with these types of briefs we
can help these junior Sailors before
they make mistakes they will spend
years fixing.”

Information Technician 2nd Class
Alexander Mills said the information
was valuable for young Sailors and
delivered in an entertaining way.

“I’m planning on making some
major purchases when we pull back
in, and Mr. Hoffman passed a lot of
good information which will help me
in my planning,” said Mills. “He was
also entertaining to listen to, which
makes it easier to stay focused on the
advice he is giving.”

Hoffman said keeping the energy
of the briefs at a high level was a
major goal of his.

“I’m former enlisted,” said
Hoffman, “so I have been to briefs
from people who seem bored with the
information they pass. I don’t want
to be that guy, because even though
we are talking about serious issues,
joking and laughing keep the Sailors

engaged.”

Keeping Sailors engaged in their
financial planning and decisions is
something Hoffman said he and
the other FFSC volunteers take
very seriously.

“We are here because we want to
be, and we care about the financial
well-being of our service members,”

said Hoffman. “This is something
we are all fully invested in, and if
we can just get Sailors thinking
about this stuff, then we have done
something worthwhile.”

Budget seminars, as well as other
FFSC classes, are listed in IKE’s
daily Green Sheet and are open to
attendance by all hands.

Fleet and Family Support Center of Oceana representative Tony Hoff-
man leads a Financial Management brief in the forecastle July 19.
(Photo by MC3 (SW/AW) Mack Jamieson)

Sailors stationed aboard USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) stand by for supplies during a replenishment at sea with
fleet replenishment oiler USNS Patuxent (T-AO 201). (Photo by MC2 (SW/AW) Gina Wollman)
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2010 Cruise Bools will be sold at the MWR Window through July 27.

July’s Leadership Development Committee Essay Contest

Topic: ~ What are three characteristics you look for in a mentor and why?

Due TODAY

Limit: 500 words maximum Submit to: XO’s Admin

Prizes: 1st Place (96 hr special liberty)
2nd Place (48 hr special liberty)
3rd Place (24 hr special liberty)

IF YOU DON'T CARE WHEN THEY SAY

NO ONE WILL CARE WHEN THEY

(LOSE THE DOOR!

Preventing sexual assault is everyone’s duty!
If you or anyone you know has been a victim of sexual assault,
contact one of IKE's Sexual Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR) Advocates

WE WANT TO GO HOME TOO!!!

Removal of dishware from the mess decks is
unauthorized. Please return items to the sculleries.

Commanding Officer:
CAPT Dee L. Mewbourne
Public Affairs Officer:
LCDR Tommy Crosby
Assistant Public Affairs Officer:
LT John Supple
Visual Information Officer:
LT JG Benjamin Addison
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ITC lones - 6367
%) HURTS ONE. AFFECTS ALL A
@’ ; . L] AD1 Benoit
3 HM2 Starcruiser - 660
Channel 5 Channel 6
8:30 a.m. Master & Commander 8:30 a.m. Pulp Fiction pt 1
10:30 a.m. Hancock 10:30 a.m. Pulp Fiction pt 2
12:30 p.m. The Lovely Bones 12:30 p.m. Pineapple Express
3 p.m. Friday Night Lights 3 p.m. Old School
5:30 p.m Van Helsing 5:30 p.m The Wolfman
7:30 p.m. IKE News 7:30 p.m. IKE News
8p.m. Master & Commander 8p.m. Pulp Fiction pt 1
10 p.m. Hancock 10 p.m. Pulp Fiction pt 2
12a.m.  The Lovely Bones 12a.m.  Pineapple Express
2a.m. Friday Night Lights 2a.m. Old School
4 a.m. Van Helsing 4 a.m. The Wolfman

TUESDAY'S IKE MOVIE SCHEDULE

Channel 7 Channel 8

8:30 a.m. The Losers 8:30 a.m. 2010 RTHP Safety Stand Down
10:30 a.m. How to Train Your Dragon 10:30 a.m. 2010 RTHP Safety Stand Down
12:30 p.m. Nightmare on Elm Street 12:30 p.m. 2010 RTHP Safety Stand Down
3 p.m. Perfect Storm 3 p.m. 2010 RTHP Safety Stand Down
5:30 p.m  Pirates of the Caribbean 2 5:30 p.m 2010°'RTHP Safety Stand Down
7:30 p.m. IKE News 7:30 p.m. IKE News

8p.m. The Losers 8p.m. 2010 RTHP Safety Stand Down
10 p.m. How to Train Your Dragon 10 p.m. 2010 RTHP Safety Stand Down
12 a.m. Nightmare on Elm Street 12 a.m. 2010 RTHP Safety Stand Down
2a.m. Perfect Storm 2 a.m. 2010 RTHP Safety Stand Down
4 a.m. Pirates of the Caribbean 2 4a.m. 2010 RTHP Safety Stand Down




