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14 March 2011 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

From:  Wing Chaplain, CPRW-2 

To:   All Hands, CPRW-2    

 

Subj: POLICY ON PERFORMANCE OF WEDDINGS BY CPRW-2 CHAPLAIN 

 

Ref: (a)  SECNAVINST 1730.7B 

(b) OPNAVINST 1730.1D 

(c) SOP for the CRP (CPRW-2) 

 

1. PURPOSE:  To promulgate policy on performance of weddings by Wing 

Chaplain, Commander, Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing TWO (CPRW-2). 

 

2. GENERAL INFORMATION:   

 

a. Per ref (a), it is the duty of the Wing Chaplain to provide for the free 

exercise of religion for all members of the Command, including their 

dependents, and other authorized civilian personnel.  Chaplains cannot 

be required to perform weddings as a part of their military duties.  Each 

Chaplain must determine if and when a couple meets the religious 

requirements of his or her Ecclesiastical Endorser and religious 

organization before agreeing to perform a wedding service.  When 

Chaplains agree to conduct weddings, they are also governed by local 

command policies and regulations.  In addition to Chaplain-prescribed 

religious premarital instruction or preparation, commands may also 

mandate premarital preparation classes or seminars for military members 

seeking permission to marry in military chapels or facilities.   

 

b. Technically, there is no "military" wedding.  What is generally referred to 

as such is simply a matrimonial service involving a military service 

member.  While military ceremonial acts, such as crossed sabers, may 

precede or follow the wedding service, the wedding itself  is, by definition, 

a religious observance.  This religious service involves sacramental acts, 

vows, or religious requirements reflecting the faith practices of the 

participants that are unaltered by any military or ceremonial element.  

Couples who do not wish to include this religious element may opt to be 

married in a secular civil ceremony.    
 

c. Active-duty Sailors and Marines, reservists, retirees, their dependent 

family members, and Department of Defense (DOD) civilians may be 

married at a military chapel.  A couple can choose to be married by their 

unit Chaplain, a Chaplain assigned to the Base Chapel, another Navy or 

sister service Chaplain, or a civilian who is licensed to perform marriages.  
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A Navy Chaplain performs a marriage in much the same manner as would 

any civilian Minister, Priest, or Rabbi.  If a civilian Minister or sister 

service Chaplain presides over the ceremony, he or she will coordinate 

with the unit or Base Chaplain to ensure adherence to local policies and 

procedures.  As local regulations may vary, those interested in utilizing the 

Base Chapel for weddings should contact the Base Religious Ministry 

Directorate (RMD) to determine specific requirements.  When preparing 

to be married by a Navy Chaplain, couples are typically asked to begin 

planning their ceremony at least 60 days in advance of their wedding day. 

 
d. The Federal Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) defines marriage as a legal 

union between one man and one woman for purposes of all federal laws.  

Therefore, same-sex relationships considered as marriage in any particular 

state are not currently recognized by the federal government, and same-

sex marriage ceremonies are prohibited aboard military installations, 

including, but not limited to, chapel facilities.  In states that permit same- 

sex marriages, Navy Chaplains, as individuals licensed to perform 

weddings by civil authority,  may agree to perform such ceremonies off-

base at his or her discretion in accordance with their respective 

Ecclesiastical Endorsement, religious organization, and ordination.          

 

e. There is no singularly acceptable procedure or setting for a wedding.  

Many weddings, both at military chapels and in other settings, are very 

informal and require little advance preparation.  All wedding ceremonies, 

regardless of formality or setting should, however, be conducted with 

proper respect and etiquette and must meet the requirements of civil law 

and applicable military regulations.  The format of the ceremony should  

reflect the social customs, faith group practices, and individual preferences 

of the couple.  When choosing to be married in a religious context rather 

than in a civil ceremony, couples should discuss expectations with the 

Chaplain or Minister early in the planning process to ensure that 

expectations are within the scope of his or her Ecclesiastical Endorsement 

and religious organization ordination.             

 
f. Many Navy Chaplains will require or recommend pre-marriage counseling 

prior to the marriage ceremony.  Any pre-marriage counseling is at the 

discretion of the individual Chaplain and is, of course, dependent upon the 

willing participation of the couple being married.  Often, Chaplains will 

begin the pre-marriage process by requesting that the couple complete a 

pre-marriage questionnaire in order to facilitate a constructive dialogue 

that will benefit a married couple long after their wedding ceremony.     

 

g. Chaplains are commissioned military officers and are compensated by the 

United States Government.  It is unlawful for any Chaplain to accept any 

honoraria or gratuities for the performance of any of their duties, including 
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wedding services.  Couples should not offer any form of compensation to 

their Chaplain. 

 

3. LOCAL POLICY:  The following local policy is in accordance with references 

(a), (b), and (c), local and state laws, is consistent with the conscience and 

principles of the CPRW-2 Wing Chaplain, and are within the scope of his 

religious organization's ordination and Ecclesiastical Endorsement for 

professional Naval Chaplaincy (Cooperative Baptist Fellowship): 

 

a. Eligibility for wedding services shall extend to active duty, retired, 

command-sponsored dependents, and authorized civilian personnel.  

  

b. The couple shall meet all local and state regulations to be lawfully married 

in the State of Hawaii and must possess a valid marriage license prior to 

the ceremony.  The responsibility for adherence to laws and regulations 

pertaining to the issuance of the marriage license resides with the couple 

applying for the marriage license, not with the Wing Chaplain.  As a 

courtesy, the marriage certificate, indicating that the marriage has been 

performed, will be filed with the Hawaii State Department of Health by 

the Wing Chaplain following the ceremony.   The newly married couple 

will receive one (1) certified copy of the marriage certificate from the 

Hawaii State Department of Health by mail approximately 60-120 days 

after the ceremony.  Information on marriage licenses may be obtained by 

calling the Hawaii State Department of Health at (808) 586-4545, or at 

the following website:  http://hawaii.gov/health/vital-records/. 

 

c. A Request for Services, available from the Wing Religious Program 

Specialist (RP), shall be filed with the CPRW-2 Religious Ministry Team 

no later than 30 days prior to the proposed wedding date.  Couples 

wishing to utilize the Marine Corps Base Hawai'i (MCBH) Chapel should 

also contact the MCBH RMD at (808) 257-3552 to ensure adherence to 

chapel use regulations and to determine availability of facilities. 

         

d. While couples are highly encouraged to seek pre-marital counseling from 

a Chaplain or other qualified source of their choosing, no specific pre-

marriage course is required by the Wing Chaplain prior to the wedding.  

However, at least one meeting with the couple will be conducted prior to 

the Wing Chaplain's agreement to perform the wedding ceremony.  To 

facilitate this discussion, both parties must complete a Pre-marital 

Counsel Questionnaire (available from the Religious Ministry Team).  If 

one of the parties resides in a location off- island, this meeting may be 

conducted via telephone or other means at the discretion of the Wing 

Chaplain.  

  

e. If the Wing Chaplain performs the ceremony, it shall be done in a manner 

consistent with proper respect to military customs and courtesy, with 

http://hawaii.gov/health/vital-records
https://www.public.portal.navy.mil/airfor/cprw2/Documents/Chaps/Request_for_Services.pdf
https://www.public.portal.navy.mil/airfor/cprw2/Documents/Chaps/Pre-Marital_Counsel_Questionnaire.pdf
https://www.public.portal.navy.mil/airfor/cprw2/Documents/Chaps/Pre-Marital_Counsel_Questionnaire.pdf
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regard to good order and discipline, and within the scope of his ordination 

and Ecclesiastical Endorsement to represent the Christian faith as a 

minister and Chaplain.  The wedding ceremony, therefore, will be 

reflective of the stated commitment of both the prospective bride and 

groom to enter into their marriage as a committed and lifelong covenant 

with God, publicly professing a personal faith in Jesus Christ.  

  

f. The Wing Chaplain will respectfully facilitate couples representing any 

other faith group by assisting them in locating a Chaplain or clergy 

member of that respective faith group to conduct the service. 

 

g. If the Wing Chaplain is unable to perform the wedding ceremony for any 

reason, he will assist the couple by making a reasonable effort to facilitate 

other options for providers.  Securing a qualified person to preside over 

their wedding ceremony, however, ultimately remains the sole 

responsibility of the couple.  

   

h. Information on secular/civil ceremonies, pre-marital seminars, retreats, 

and other relationship-enhancing resources may be obtained by contacting 

the Wing RP at (808) 257-0509, extension 8014.   

 

For additional information on wedding ceremonies, or to discuss any matter with your 

Wing Chaplain, please contact the undersigned at (808) 257-0509, extension 8910, or by 

email at: mark.a.rogers@navy.mil.  Please note that while your right to complete 

confidentiality with your Chaplain is without exception, security of any communication is 

limited by the medium in which it is transferred.  Contact your Chaplain for a personal 

meeting at any time.   

 

 

   

 

M.A. ROGERS 

LCDR (Sel), CHC, USN 

Wing Chaplain 

 

mark.a.rogers@navy.mil

