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     Captain William P. Cuilik graduated from Virginia Tech in June 1981 and entered the Navy through Aviation Officer Candidate School.  He was commissioned in October 1981 and was designated a Naval Aviator in January 1983.
     His first assignment was Fleet Composite Squadron EIGHT (VC 8), Naval Station Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico, flying the SH-3 “Sea King”.  His duties included squadron Public Affairs Officer, NATOPS Instructor and Aircraft Division Officer.
     In September 1986, Captain Cuilik reported to Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron Light FOUR ONE (HSL-41) for transition to the SH-60B “Seahawk” [image: image1.jpg]


helicopter with a follow on tour as a Fleet Replacement Squadron (FRS) Instructor Pilot.  At HSL-41 he served in the Administrative and Maintenance Departments.
     Captain Cuilik reported to HSL-45 in June 1989, and was assigned to Detachment SEVEN.  He completed Law Enforcement operations aboard USS VALLEY FORGE (CG 50) and was forward deployed to NAF Atsugi, Japan, completing a Western Pacific deployment in USS BUNKER HILL (CG 52).  As Officer-in-Charge of Detachment FIVE, he completed a second Western Pacific deployment in USS VINCENNES (CG 49) and Counter Drug Operations in USS COWPENS (CG 63).  Ashore, he served as the Quality Assurance Officer, Administrative Officer and Operations Officer. 
     In July 1992, Captain Cuilik was assigned to HSL-49.  As Officer-in-Charge of Detachment FIVE, he completed Counter Drug Operations and a deployment to the Western Pacific/Arabian Gulf in USS ELLIOT (DD 967).  On his return he assumed duties as the squadron Maintenance Officer.
    In April 1995, Captain Cuilik was assigned to the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations (N81) in Washington D.C. as a Force Structure and Programs Analyst.  During this tour he completed requirements for the Air Command and Staff College and earned a subspecialty in Operations Analysis.
     Captain Cuilik returned to HSL-49 in October 1998, as Executive Officer and Commanding Officer from March 2000 to June 2001.  During his command, HSL-49 deployed seven detachments and earned the CNO Aviation Safety Award.
     Captain Cuilik reported to USS BONHOMME RICHARD (LHD 6) as Air Boss in July 2001, completing an extended deployment in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM in June 2002.  He redeployed in January 2003, embarking Marine Air Group THIRTEEN and 21 AV-8B aircraft as the Amphibious Task Force-West “Harrier Carrier”.  During his tour USS BONHOMME RICHARD (LHD 6) was awarded the Battle Efficiency Award, CNO Safety Award, and the Allen G. Ogden Award for flight deck firefighting excellence.
     In March 2003, Captain Cuilik’s reported to U.S. Joint Forces Command, Joint C4ISR Battle Center, where he served as Director of Operations and Project Development.
     In March 2004, Captain Cuilik assumed command of Helicopter Anti-Submarine Light Wing, U.S. Atlantic Fleet.  The LAMPS Wing is responsible for the training, readiness and deployment of the five Atlantic Fleet LAMPS MK III Helicopter Squadrons.  These squadrons operate SH-60B Seahawks in one or two aircraft detachments aboard LAMPS equipped destroyer, cruiser and frigates.
     His personal awards include Meritorious Service Medal (3), Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (2), the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, and various unit awards and service ribbons.  
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