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Captain Steinbaugh is a native of Quantico, VA.  He 

earned his commission in May 1990 from the United States 

Naval Academy, where he received a Bachelor of Science degree 

in Mechanical Engineering. 

 

He was designated a Naval Flight Officer in April 1992 

and was assigned to Attack Squadron (VA) 128 for training as an 

A-6E Bombardier/Navigator.  After completing training in July 

1993, he was assigned to the “Boomers” of VA 165.  While 

assigned to VA 165 as schedules officer and line division officer, 

he completed one Western Pacific/Arabian Gulf deployment and 

decommissioned the squadron in August 1996.  He then was assigned to Commander, Medium Attack 

Wing, Pacific as part of the A-6E “Shoretail” detachment until the retirement of the A-6E.  Selected for 

transition to the EA-6B Prowler, he reported to Electronic Attack Squadron (VAQ) 129 in December 

1996 for training as an EA-6B Electronic Countermeasures Officer. 

 

After graduating from VAQ 129 in January 1998, Captain Steinbaugh was assigned to the 

“Gauntlets” of VAQ 136 in Atsugi, Japan for a “Super-JO” tour.  While with VAQ 136 as the personnel 

officer and assistant maintenance officer, he completed two Arabian Gulf deployments and numerous 

Western Pacific deployments.  Promoted to Lieutenant Commander in August 2000, he was extended in 

VAQ 136 in order to complete his department head tour, serving as the squadron’s operations officer. 

 

From January 2002 until January 2004, Captain Steinbaugh was assigned to VAQ 129 as the 

maintenance officer and as a fleet replacement squadron instructor.  In January 2004, he was assigned to 

the Naval Strike and Air Warfare Center Strike Department as the electronic warfare division officer, 

where he instructed carrier air wings in Suppression of Enemy Air Defense tactics.  Captain Steinbaugh 

was then assigned to the staff of Commander, Naval Air Forces, as the EA-6B/EA-18G Class Desk 

Officer from July 2005 to January 2007.  He then proceeded to VAQ 129 for refresher training and 

reported in November 2007 to VAQ 131 as the executive officer.  He assumed command of VAQ 131 in 

February 2009.  In May 2010, he reported back to VAQ 129 for transition to the EA-18G. 

 

Captain Steinbaugh reported to Naval Strike and Air Warfare Center in October 2010 as the first 

Airborne Electronics Attack Weapons School (HAVOC) Department Head. As a HAVOC plank owner, 

he helped develop and establish the classroom and flight syllabus for the Growler Tactics Instructor 

course. 

 

In June 2013, he became the Commanding Officer of Naval Air Station Fallon. 

 

Captain Steinbaugh now serves as Director of Training at Naval Aviation Warfighting 

Development Center, on Naval Air Station Fallon. 


